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PREFACE. 


Soon after ithe publication of our Marathi 
edition of the life of Mr. Govind Janardan Borkar, 
alias Shri Gajananswami, expressions of regret 
reached our ears from the lips of many fnends and 
clients of the hero of our sketch, that they were 
denied the pleasure of a fuller acquaintance with the 
life-story' of their friend, philosopher and guide for 
want of the knowledge of the Marathi language 
and idiom. Requests were made that the biography 
should be presented again in an English dress for 
those who preferred it to appear in English. The 
author was accordingly called upon to take up this 
task and he has readily undertaken the labour. He 
has followed the same plan as in the Marathi version, 
but he has resisted the temptation to serve up 
the same material in the form of a bald and literal 
translation from the Marathi. Rather he has chosen 
to prune and select, and present what might be of 
interest to the English reader and eliminate what 
would ill agree with his palate, with what success, ho 
-would leave it to the reader to judge. 

At the outset the author deems it his duty to 
acknowledge the help he has derived from 1«S 
esteemed friend Professor N. S, Takakhav m. a. of 
the Karnatak College, DUarwar, wlvo loudly examined 
the original draft of the MS, and made many helpful 
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corrections and alterations, and went even so far as 
to revise the proofsheets, as they emerged from the 
press. The author takes this opportunity to express 
his heartfelt thanks to him, as also to Mr. S. R. 
Tuljapurkar, for the trouble he has taken m going 
through the proof-sheets of this little biography. 


It may be considered presumptuous that the author 
should present to the public m a biographical form 
the life of a young man who has scarcely completed 
his thirtieth 3 r ear, and an apology is needed under 
the circumstances. The present writer first met 
r. Borkar m 1925. On that occasion he encountered 
him in the character of an officiating chief 
priest at a sacrificial ceremony at the Bhageshwar 
ohuvan. He was greatly impressed by what he then 
° f his P re ^ty and talents. More familiar 
dee f P ,? ned these impressions. There was 
r^dv ohJ^i ” 623 abouthls character which is- 
=£ t a yoUng his age, and 

to take a pre-i^ - \ autbor so muc h that he began 
adLfd ,n r reSt inh, ' S Career * He foSnd 
ledeed bv -i * u r ° praiset *» his merits acknow- 

<wd attainments andoriifeh „™T°- rare culture 
m public i,r« if gh p0Sltl0n m society and 

.'Sftrjas'icaK 
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society It still seems a mystery to him that he 
should so soon have become so deeply popular •with 
such a wide circle of followers If the secret of this 
success and popularity is to be found in his character 
and attainments the cause of this biography need 
not remain a secret, but will be found to have a 
foundation as deepashis character and as strong as his 
strength Premature if this sketch be, it may serve 
as a brilliant example to younger men, while their 
\ irtues are still maturing and their characters forming 
m a more plastic age 

Those who care for the moral training of our 
} outh are sure to welcome such biographies Chara 
cter-building, especially among the young, is greatly 
helped by the lives of good and great men , and 
there are good and great men m all walks of life and 
the character-building purpose of biography is best 
sened when the examples chosen cover a wide range 
of variety With this end m view the author has 
already published several biographies, both big and 
small, of worthy people in many different walks of 
life If it is premature, because the hero of the 
biography is young, he may leave it to others to 
wTite about him in a more mature and more prosperous 
state Considering his age and health, the present 
author cannot hope to live to pamt such a ' finished ' 
picture, but he is content to give the sketch as it is, 
though some of the features and lineaments may 
be mperfectly formed in his subject and therefore 
imperfectly rendered in this work. And there is 
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.another consideration and that is this. You cannot 
blame a bee and accuse it if it chooses to alight on a 
newly blossomed flower for the sake of the nectar in 
it and leave the older flowers alone The same 
freedom of taste and of choice should be freely 
claimed and allowed in this case, and it should bo 
enough for the author, before the bar of the critical 
world, to plead guilty to the fact that he likes the 
hero ot his sketch for his simple sincerity and 
charm of manners and the golden qualities ofhis 
head and heart 


The very fact that the hero of this story could 
evoke such pruses and encomiums from such a 
large number of cultured and highly placed fellow— 
citizens is testimony enough to his high character and 
genius Hence it is hoped that the presentation of 
this story will not be considered either premature 
or out of place, since it aims at a faithful 
representation of the sterling worth of its hero 
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#‘Mr. Govind Janardan Borkar, the distinguish* 
ed astrologer, belongs to the Ksha- 
triya Bhandari Community, which 
** inhabits the Ratnagiri District in 

the Bombay Presidency. The Borkar family hails 
from a small hamlet called Chinchkhan, which is 
a suburb of the town of Ratnagin, the well-known 
sea-port on the Western Coast of the country 
which is called the Konkan. The family took its 
surname from the village of Bor which is situated in 
that part of the Bardesh which came under the sway 
of the Portuguese, who had originally come to the 
Western Coart of India with the object of trading. 
These Portuguese soon acquired some coastal land 
like other foreigners and settled there. Their poli- 
tical, military and religious establishments followed 
them; and in the seventeenth century, when the wave 
of inquisition passed over the whole of Christendom, 
it naturally affected the minds of the Portuguese 
priests in this settlement, and they resorted to various 
. unjust and even cruel means for the conversion of 
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non-Christian communities living under the Portu- 
guese rule. This religious persecution forced nume- 
rous Hindu families to run away from the Portuguese 
territory of Goa and take shelter in districts which 
were either tinder the Maratlia or Mahomedan rule. 
The latter had long ago ceased to molest the Hindus 
for reasons of religion. The Borkars were among 
those who took part in this general exodus for the 
sake of their religion. 

In this connection one fact has to be remembered. 


It is this that, as many of the Kshatriya Bhandari 
families were navigators and owned ships which plied 
along the whole of the Western Coast of India, it 
was possible for them to migrate without difficulty 
to the northern parts of the Konkan and settle in 
favourable and habitable parts of the coast. Thus 
we find to-day along this coast a large number of 
Kshatriya Bhandari families bearing surnames after 
their original villages from which they had migrated. 

It will not be out of place to give here a very brief 
account of the martial race that goes under the name 
af Kshatnya Bhandari, to which the Borkar family 
belongs. Though we do not definitely know bow 
is race came to have the epithet of Bhandari, we 

! at U COma rrom «><= same stock to 
thc k-sliatriya Maratha race belong. For, the 

the anti V” 5 S0C j 1 “ nd roIi £ io »s customs of both 

the races arc almost identical. 

th«= e i£S ^ " hcncc ' h °"- ana " hcn 

tnese Kshatriya Bhandam came to inhabit the narrow 
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village into a great city. On several critical occasions 
they helped the English in tiding over their difficulties 
in this island, for which they got the sole monopoly 
of the liquor trade. 

We have made this digression with a view to show 
that Mr. Borkar comes of a race which holds a very 
important position in the history of this land. Now 
let us return to our main story. The forefathers of 
the subject of this biography lived originally at Chin- 
chkliari where they possessed a small piece of land, 
and eked out their existence by pursuing the peaceful 
avocation of agriculture and horticulture to which 
most of the Bhandari community resorted after the 
advent of British rule. 
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induced them to stop their thriving business watli th& 
sinister motive of turning them into anchorites 

It is at this critical juncture that our friend Mr 
Borhar whom for brevity s sake we shall hereafter 
call Buva emphatically protested against his father s 
ruinous credulity, in a letter which he addressed to 
him in a erse form It was couched m very pathe 
tic terms in all humihtj befitting a dutiful son 
This letter in the poetical form has been preserved, 
and we have already published it in our Marathi 
sketch of his life When it is remembered that Buva 
wrote it when he was 14 5 ears old, it maj be taken 
as a fan testimony of the fact that he was a bom 
poet But this earnest appeal fell on deaf ears It 

1 not dissuade Mr janardanpant from Ins ruinous 
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heart found vent in a poem full of pathos which 
brings tears to the eyes of even a careless reader. 
Mr. Janardanpant was quite composed and his heart 
remained unruffled to the end. This showed how 
staunch his faith was in eternal bliss of which he was 
quite sure as he spent his whole life in good deeds 
and sincere devotion to his God according to the 
teachings of his creed. When our Buva was natural- 
ly overcome with intense emotion and burst into 
tears at the immediate prospect of his loving father’s 
demise, the latter only consoled him saying that he 
was passing away fully satisfied that his good son 
would be quite able to carry out his long cherished 
aspiration and prove a staunch adherent of the creed 
taught by Padmanabha Swarai, and lead a noble 
and prosperous life which would bring fame to the 
Borkar family. Tims ended a strenuous and noble 
career of 44 years and our Buva was left an orphan 
at the age of twenty-three. He published in a 
leaflet form the small piece of poetry which he had 
composed in the agitation of mind caused by his 
poignant grief. He distributed it among his friends 
and acquaintances. We have published this poem in 
our Marathi version of Buva’s Life. It contains 2S 
couplets in the Aryfl metre. 





II CHILDHOOD 


OUR Buva was bom on 10th March 1903 at 
V ^rggT * Chmchhhan to the great delight of his 
parents who nursed him with the greatest 
care and love But unfortunately his 
mother did not live long to look after him She pass 
ed away when the child was only three years old 
His father, however, soon after her death, married 
again and supplied an almost equalh losing mother 
to the child This step mother came of a \ ery respec 
table family and was imbued with exemplary ideas 
of duty to her husband She soon snv that her 
husband loved the orphan child abo\ e all things in 
the world and that her care and lo\e for him would 
please him most Thus the child found in her the 
next best substitute for a real mother Morco\ er, as 
the child grew in years he showed such admirable 
qualities as would endear him to all Everybody 
praised him for lus precocity and other extraordinary 
gifts which were not to be seen in ordinary children 
He w as so admirably impressionable that at four he 
would repeat whatever was recited m his presence 
and lus power of imitation was simply surprising 
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was able to repeat and imitate all that was done by his 
intensely religious father. Thus at five and siv the 
child would repeat all the songs and prayers in 
melodious tones and join his father in his prayers 
and songs in praise of Dattatraya On every Thurs- 
day and on other holidays his father’s friends used 
to gather at his place and join him in his vv orslup of 
Dattatraya On such occasions this child usually took 
the lead in their recitations. It is the usual custom 
with these worshippers to allow some one, whose 
voice is sweeter than that of others and who can 
recite their hjmns better than others, to take the 
lead and follow after him. Our Bu\a at this tender 
age was declared to be quite fit for taking such a 
lead; and the loving father and all the company 
admired the child s abnormal pow ers of imitation and 
even the devotional mood which was distinctly 
observed in him. 

At this stage it will not be out of place to say a 
few words here about this deity of Dattatraya whoso 
worship came into vogue later in the history of our 
Hindu religion. Our Hindu pantheon has three god- 
heads viz; Brahma, Vishnu and Mahadeo, represent- 
ing the creative, protective and destructive forces in 
the universe. The worship of the first godhead was 
soon dropped and m course of time the worshippers 
of the other tw o godheads came to harbour jealousy 
and enmity towards one another; and legend has it 
that mm} - dreadful feuds and wrangles occurred 
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among them But the -wiser among them soon grew 
sick of these unpleasant and uncalled for feuds and 
hat upon the grand and w elcome idea of conceiving a 
symbol of the union of these three godheads Thus 
an image of the trrait) was represented bj three 
heads on one shoulder Legends soon gathered 
round this conception of the tnune, and thus a com 
promise was successfully effected between the worship 
pers of Vishnu (Vaishna\as) and the worshippers of 
Shna ( Shaivas ) Tins triune of the three godheads 
was added to the Hindu pantheon and there nroso 
worshippers of this tnune which is significantly 
named Dattatrc) a A senes of saints came forward 
to populanse the worship of tlusdeit) of three heads 
and brought about a different cult w Inch has vota 
ncs all oaer the country Padmanablia Swami who 
was one of these saints recent!) preached this cult in 
Bomba) and places roundabout and admitted man) 
persons into his cult. Mr Janardanpant, the father 
of our Buva came to bo one of his staunch di'Ciplcs. 
Our Bm a also became his regular disciple m his 
earl) )Outh 

Now let U3 return to lus childhood He was so 
wonderfully imbued with the worship of Datta that 
c\ cn in play he would imitate his father m all re 
spccts He would with the help of his playmates 
gather together pieces of bricks and arrango them in 
the form of a miniature shrine in imitation of one in 
his familj He would place a small picture of Datta in 
the centre of this shnnt and scat himself la front of 
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it in a worshipful mood. He used to invite his 
playmates and make them sit round him. He then 
repeated prayers and songs in praise of Datta and 
asked his playmates to recite them after him. 
Onlookers admired the child's devotion and worship 
of Datta at that early age and prophesied that he 
would turn out a great devotee of Datta. 


We cannot omit mention of a remarkable incident 
in our Buva's early childhood, which at once testi- 
fied to lus wonderful precocity and the fact of his 
being a born poet At the age of six he was one 
day sitting m his father’s shop when a customer came 
to buy some flour. He had not money enough to 
pay for the stuff he bought. The salesman 
would not allow him to take away the article without 
paying its full price. The young Buva interfered 
and told the salesman to accept what the poor 
customer had and let him takeaway the thing. He 
said lie was tlic master of the shop and he would 
not care for the payment of the full pnee. As he 
said these words in a very peremptory tone the 
salesman had to be content with the money the 
customer offered. But he complained about this to 
Mr. Janardanpant, who got angry at this conduct of 
his son and, when he returned home at night, he 
awoke the child, reprimanded him for his conduct at 
the shop and gave him a slap. The child of course 
burst into tears and kept up crying till he was tired 
and fell asleep. 
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Early next morning the child took his bath, sat 
before the shnne of Datta which his father had in 
his residence and wrote about 200 verses to his father 
in which he tned to extenuate the apparent fault 
which lv* had committed because of his sympathy 
for the poor and advocated fellow-feeling and huma- 
nity above all worldly considerations He fixed the 
pieces of paper, on which he had written these 
verses all over the frame work of the shnne 

Mr Janardanpant soon saw them, took them off, 
arranged them in order and read the contents with 
gieat care He was greatly overcome with emotion 
and cried over them He read them to several of 
his friends who called upon him They all admired 
tbo child s wonderful powers and set him down for 
a gifted child Mr Janardanpant was not careful 
enough to preserve these verses Ever since this 
incident took place, he simply doted over the child 
and never once treated him harshly 

The reader may perhaps wonder how a child of 
six could write a letter to his father in \ erse The 
explanation of this is easy enough Our -Buva, as we 
lia\e said above, was exceptionally impressionable 
and would remember and imitate what was said and 
done in his presence Now the fact is that the 
verses the child composed at that age were expressed 
in a very easy metre (the oat metre) They did not 
require much literarj art Numerous Marathi works 
have been written in this eas> metre Most of these 
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works contain legends about gods and saints whom 
the Hindus rev ere and worship, and the religiously 
disposed Marathi speaking Hindu communities consi- 
der it a great merit to read them over and o\ er again 
and simple and credulous people consider it a great 
religious duty to read or listen to them w ith great 
devotion 

Man} religiouslj disposed families make it a point 
to read these legends every night after the} are free 
from work, and persons of ordinary intelligence can 
easil) follow the narrations in simple verse which the 
reader reads m a smg song tone and gives explanations 
of difficult passages while reading the text 

Mr Janardanpant who waslnghl} religious took 
special delight and interest m reading these legends 
before the members of his family and neigh 
hours Our little Bun listened to these with rapt 
attention and followed the contents v ery intelligent- 
1} , and as the} were read again and again his 
impassions were deepened and lie could recite 
passages from them He could e\ en narrate some of 
the stones contained in the v orks It is this educate e 
force winch enabled the child to gne expression to 
the natural outburst in his letter to his father in 
verse, the form of which had been \er} familiar to 
him. 



u 


GOVTTO JA.NARDAN BORKAR. 


school, where he w as soon pronounced to be highly 
precocious At this early age he once saw a Telangi 
Brahman sitting b) the w a) -side. He had a printed 
pamphlet on the face of which were some printed 
figures He used to ash lookers-on to lay their 
fingers on an) of these figures. He then opened the 
pamphlet and found the figures which were selected 
b) them and read to them what w r as written against 
those figures the purport of which usually had 
reference to questions agitating them or some future 
events regarding them Our little Bu\ a looked at 
this fortune telling of the man and at once had 
a passionate desire to ha\e a cop) of this pam- 
phlet to imitate him He asked the fortune teller 
whether he would part with his pamphlet to him 
He refused to do so and said that he might bu) it 
from some book seller The little Bu\ a, who was 
very anxious to lia\ e it, soon procured a cop) of it 
He then went about asking lus school fellows and 
others to la) their fingers on the figures of the pam- 
phlet and read to them what was written against the 
figures This pi a) ful performance of the child was 
looked upon with much interest and amusement c\en 
b) clderl) persons and the) would out of amusement 
!a> their fingers on the figures and hear what was 
told about them An old lady w ho is still alls c called 
our little fortune teller to her and placed her finger 
on one of the figures and asked him what destm) had 
m store for her He foretold that her husband w ould 
call her back and treat her Nerykmdl). Tins pro- 
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phecy of his soon turned out true. Her husband had 
discarded her and married another -woman. The 
lady was thus several years away from him. But 
it so happened that he fell senously ill and was 
ridden to bed for several months During this ill- 
ness he thought that his former wife would muse him 
better than others and called her bach. The lady 
went back to him and nursed him w-ith all wifely 
devotion. He soon got round and the lady remained 
w itli him till his death The old lady often tells 
this experience of hers and says that Buva has been 
a fortune-teller from tus childhood 

We can safely say that this incident m our Buva's 
very early age testified to the fact that this ratural 
instinct of fortune-telling was aroused in him at the 
sight of that Telangi fortune-teller and it was streng- 
thened and regulated by the actual study of Astrology 
only a few j ears later. 

These instinctive proclivities observed in the child 
were proof enough of his future greatness, and those 
intelligent people who observ ed the child s tenden- 
cics declared that there was something extraordmar> 
in lam from the first and his later life has amply 
proved that their judgment was quite true. 
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•Sour Busasrasputto school at four There 
;•</'] . ■■■> his teachers were stiuck by lus natural 

pS&P brilliancy and tool, special interest >n 
**” ’ teaching him His rctentne faculty 
seas so admirable that he remembered rebates er Teas 
taught to him once His application to his study 
was simply wonderful He was always at t e top 
of lus class and Ins class fellorvs looked up to him and 


liked him most His turn of mind was very' serious 
and he hardly took delight in any pranks or games 
He scarcely mired * ith boj s of his age and took part 
ux any games He only indulged in arranging bricks 
in the form of a slinne and repeating songs in praise 
of Datta and latterly in fortune telling with the help 
of the pamphlet about which we ha\e alreadj sai 


enough in the preceding part 


In the knowledge of Marathi he was superior to 
any boy in his class As he retained what he heard 
horn the Marathi legends which were read in Ins 
house his vocabularj of words and phrases w'as w on 
derful and his stock of legendary stones and events 
was also very surpnsing He was familiar with the 
general religious sentiments which the legends are 
meant to inculcate This educational advantage is 
generally denied to children whose relatives neglect 
the reading of the valuable legends which our 
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Marathi poets have popularised in easy verse. 
Moreover, children of ordinary intelligence are 
generally disinclined to sit down and listen patiently 
while suclv legends are read in their houses. Such 
was not the case with our little Buva. He showed 
extraordinary intelligence from his early age and 
being of a very sedate and serious temperament he 
watched everything that transpired in his presence 
and listened with attention and interest to whatever 
was said or read. 
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and immediate!) after this he had to attend the 
Wood Caning class, where he spent four hours 
After returning home m the evening he took his 
food and attended an English Night School, where 
he continued his stud) of English He kept up late 
at night to prepare lessons appointed in the Night 
School 


This will show how hard he had to work, and 
those, who w atched this strenuous struggle to make 
the most of the opportunities of learning afforded 
him greatl) admired his enthusiasm and intense 
desire to leam Later on he had to give up the stud) 
of English and Drawing in obedience to hi3 father’s 
order that he should join the astrological class At 
about tins time a group of gentlemen headed by 
Mr Janardanpant contnbuted towards the main- 
tenance of a class to teach Astrolog) A man who 
pro essed to know this subject was appointed teacher 
an arrangements w ere made to keep a hostel for 
k st “ dents °* Astrolog) Our ) oung Bon was 
0 y * ,,s father to attend this astrological class 
an e tery willingly did so, because he was mstinc- 
, J? J attracted to the stud) of this science He 
, ^ , so *° f°rego the further stud) of Drawing in 
. J C ie , d already made commendable progress, 
dunn«r°»i e 1 ° Dl * atten ded the Wood Carving class 
evenintr and the astrological class m the 

hostel T hlCh he stayed oven »ght in the 

■fatount^ d . studied far mto the night his most 

labourite subject of Astrology. 
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He was not kindly treated by the teacher of the 
astrological class, and some of the students in it were 
not on friendly terms with him. It appears that 
they were jealous of his powers. The teacher, who 
knew very litlle of Astrology and could not explain 
the Sanskrit text properly for want of the knowledge 
of Sanskrit, was very unpopular with his students. 
Our young Buva, however, took to the subject 
very seriously and enthusiastically and made up his 
mind to shift for himself. He kept awake at night 
after every body in the hostel was fast asleep and 
learnt by heart the contents of the text which the 
teacher used. He also committed to memory the 
contents of some other principal works on the sub- 
ject of Astrology, which were bought for the class. 
Thus in the coutsc of a year he mastered every kind 
of knowledge that an astrologer is expected to 
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English fourth and fifth standards, could easily 
construe the meaning of the texts which he had 
committed to memory Moreorer he constantly 
read the Bhagwadgita and the Bhagwat with a 
religious motive, which added a good deal to lus 
Knowledge Besides, at the age of fourteen he became 
a regular disciple of Shn Padmanabha Swann "ho 
has popularized the cult of Dattatraya and made 
many disciples among the mill hands in Bombay and 
built a temple of Datta near the Curry Road Bridge 
Among others his father and father in Jaw had 
already become lus disciples Our young Bma read 
with great avidity the worl s written by this Swami 
which added a good deal to his knowledge of Sans- 
krit and religion Moreor er he also read a good many 
Marathi poetical works which generally contained 
religious and philosophical teachings This kind 
of study has alway s given him much delight 
The foregoing account w ill very clearly show that 
he loved learning more than anything else and lus 
praiseworthy zeal and perseverance In the acquisi 
tion of useful knowledge have helped him immensely 
What help he got from lus teachers was very little 
compared with what he learnt by lnmself That is 
how geniuses generally behave m this world ami 
what 1 ttle w e know about our Buva s natural gifts 
leads us to set him down as a true genius 

As the ruling passion of our Buva was to render 
himself useful to the run of common people he was 



EDUCATION 


21 


bent upon studying such subjects as ■would naturally 
attract them to him Thus he studied to perfection 
not only Astrology and subjects aim to it, but also 
he mastered even Mantnc Vidj a (magic) and Indian 
Medicine in which his father and grandfather were 
ven proficient 

Had it not been for this turn in his education 
given by his father, whose views about the education 
of children were narrow and who had not the 
capacity to know the real worth of his son, he would 
have shone m any branch of higher education which 
our University recognizes and would have stood at 
the top in an> educational competition How ev er, 
we are not prepared to rate lower our Buva s 
present brilliant attainments, and we have no reason 
to be sorry for the fact that he has been denied the 
advantage of University degrees In fact, we can 
safety say that our Buv a s present attainments are 
far superior to those of man} of the graduates of 
our University. 





IV. ENTERING THE WORLD. 

$ 

I OUR young Buva set up as an astrologer at 
vT/fr * llie age of x 5* ^ ose > who knew 
.vAA^/ nothing about his attainments at this 
' early age, scoffed at him for posing him- 
selt as an astrologer and called him names for his 
•supposed audacity. They did not know that he 
■was instinctively attracted towards the science and 
had made most of the opportunity he got of studying 
it and had attained sufficient mastery in it. When 
he ceased attending the astrological class and had 
done with his Wood-Carving course, he was anxious 
to try his knowledge of Astrology and with this view 
hired a small room at a nominal rent, put before him- 
self a picture ofDatta, seated himself before it in 
a very serious and devout manner and waited patient- 
ly for clients. 

There is another reason why he began his business 
at such an early age. We have already said before 
that his father had wound up his thriving business 
at about this time and was going to turn an anclio- 
II i » ™ inous ste P was sure to bring starvation 
° Ur y° un S Buva, whose protest 
nothing, thought it incumbent 
upon him to strive to earn his living. 

Xo "'' il "' iU naturally be askcil how lie could have 
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so much confidence jn his powers at this early age. 
One reply to this question is that he w as an extraor- 
dinary boy and possessed talents which overpowered 
all that diffidence which is generally observed in 
ordinary young persons Moreover Ins attainments 
at this early age were so great that he was quite 
conscious of his powers , and besides there occurred 
certain incidents in his early age, which inspired 
in him sufficient confidence We should like to 
mention here tw o of them 
( i ) While he was taking lessons in the astrological 
class, one day all the students of the class met 
together at a place w hen some one took a fancy to 
test their knowledge, and wanted them to name the 
object which he had in his mind Almost all the 
students who had tried to guess the object failed to 
name it Our Bu\a who was among them was 
successful in naming the right object and w as set 
down as the cleverest of the lot. This success streng 
thened Burns faith in the science which he was 
studying with so much enthusiasm and assiduity 
This incident again testifies to the fact that our 
Buvas reasoning power was unusu.aU> stronger than 
that of any of his fellow students Tor, all the 
students who were tested had studied the rules and 
theories to which the> resorted in tr> ing to guess 
out the proper object. But they failed to apply 
them properl> and to reason correctly, while our 
Buva relied upon the same rules and theories and 
reasoned out the correct answer 
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( 2 ) While he -n as yet being trained in the School 
of Art he used to inspect the horoscopes of different 
persons and narrate their past and future At first 
this was considered to be his pastime, but his narra 
tions were usuallj found true, and people gradually 
came to trust in him as they did in elderly astrolo- 
gers, and there was a general talk abroad that a 
young boj in the Art School was a reliable astrolo- 
ger This was corroborated by his teachers One 
of them was Mr Gopmath Nara) an Parker This 
teacher admired the young boy s powers and often 
asked him questions, his answers to which were 
generally correct His brother Mr Laxman Narayan 
Pari ar had settled the marriage of his daughter 
after dul> consulting a well known astrologer Our 
Buva saw the horoscope of his daughter and her 
avould be husband and declared that their marriage 
■would never come off, because the bo> would pass 
awa> within a short time This prophecy of his 
w as °f course ignored But it soon came true, for, 
the boy did pass away in about ten months after the 
aforesaid settlement This fact added greatly to the 
fame of our Buva The Parkar brothers related 
this sad experience of theirs to their fnends and 
acquaintances 


whirR Sh ° U d to f> lve onl > one more incident 
T), m „ V s instmmen tal in spreading our young 
eark an unemn S astrologer At this 

> S he had acquired the knowledge of preparing 
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teadmgs of persons m which he predicted every day 
occurrences in their lives. He tned this power in 
respect of Dr Madhavrao Shinde of Ratnagin Buva 
narrated the past events of his life and gave a read- 
ing for one year in which Buva predicted what 
would happen to him every day One of these 
predictions was to the effect that Dr Shinde vv ould 
go southward and go in for a bargain of some sour 
article and would travel towards the north, where 
he would come to gnef on account of that bargain. 
This prediction came true, and Dr. Shinde was 
involved in a police case He had naturally not given 
any thought to this prediction of the boj astrologer. 
But this bitter experience convinced him of his 
powers, and ever since he has spread his fame among 
his patients and acquaintances. 

With this pnor fame behind him and his streng- 
thened confidence in his own powers, our y oung Buva 
set up as an astrologer in face of the ndicule of those 
who knew him not People began to call upon him, 
some but of cUnosity and others to test his powers. 
But most of them were convinced about his powers 
and webs instrumental in spreading his fame. Thus 
he soon became knowm to many people, and they 
thronged at his small place, and his earnings gradually 
increased He soon found that the small place 
in which he had started his business was scarcely 
sufficient to accommodate the growing number of 
his clients and he went in for a larger place for rs 1 6 
per month. He never repented of having lured this 
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costly place, for the number of his clients rapidly 
increased and his emoluments went on increasing 
proportionately. 

At this stage, several influential gentlemen became 
acquainted with this young astrologer and being 
convinced of his great powers became lus devoted 
friends We should like to mention here the names 
of some of them They were Mr Madha\rao Janar- 
dan Patil, Mr Bhikaji Kashmath Wanerkar, Police 
Inspector, Mr Doulatrao Mantn b a ,ll.b Solicitor, 
Mr Vithal Narayan Vedah n a., ll. b Advocate, 
Mr Shaik Alii Shaik Husem Hamdulla, Mr Sadashiv 
Kesliao Mayekar and Shet Jagannath Dada Padwal. 
With regard to the last named gentleman, a surpn- 
sing incident is worth mentioning here OurBuva 
only looked at his face and described lus character. 
His description proved \ery satisfactory Buva 
gave the exact date and time of the birth of one of 
his sons Mr Padwal, howexer, did not agree as 
to the exactness of the time winch Buva gave H® 
said that the boy was bom 23 minutes after four, 
w hile Buva said that he w as bom 20 minutes past 
four Mr Padwal consulted his diary and found 
an entry of the exact time of Ins son s birth and was 
com meed that his memory failed him and tint the 
time which Buva ga\c was correct. Tins wonder- 
ful accuracy of calculation struck Mr. Padwal \cry 
much, and since then lie went about praising the 
y oung astrologer and recommended him to lus friends 
and acquaintances. 
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Mr. Shivram Dajiba Surve, one of the rich members 
of the Bhandan community, once came to Buva 
only with the intention of scoffing at him for pretend- 
ing to be an astrologer at such an early age. He 
was also of opinion that only Brahmins could do 
that business, and that it was not the business of 
Bhandans He, however, was struck with Buva's 
wajs, on observing which he said to himself that 
they were even superior to those of Brahmins He 
condescended to show his horoscope to Buva who 
crammed it and m a few minutes described his past 
and predicted his future. Mr. Surve was surprised at 
the accuracy of his narration of the past events of 
his life and remarked that he was proud to find in 
him an able astrologer and called him an ornament 
to his Bhandan community. Ever afterwards he 
consulted Buva and mvanably found his predictions 
correct. For instance, Buva s prediction about the 
loss of his liquor shop proved true He had predic- 
ted the very day and time when ho would be 
involved in a difficulty m regard to his liquor busi- 
ness, and it turned out conect. Buva had even 
0 n °t to stir out of his house But he never 
cared for it. Buvas prediction in regard to his 
operation for hernia and the marnage of his > oungest 
aughter proved quite correct. These experiences 
were quite enough to turn Mr. Surve into a devoted 
admirer and friend of our Buva He was instrumental 
in adding to the number of Buva's early clients. 

At this early stage of Buva’s career Dr. B. N. 
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KarmkL CPS consulted him in 1919 and was 
satisfied tint he was a reliable astrologer Afterwards 
Buva s predictions about lus mother’s death and the 
number of children he would hav e proved wonderfully 
correct These experiences made Dr Xamih his 
great admirer and helper m his early struggle to 
build his practice 


Thus our 5 oung Buva grew more and more popular 
and soon found that even the larger place that 
he had hired was insufficient lor the growing number 
of his clients and went about looking for a more 
cornmod ous one His friends found for him rooms, 
the rent of which was seven times more than what 
he paid at the Agar bazar He consulted his father 
and sympathisers who strongly advised him to go 
in for this costly place One of his Parsi clients 
saw that Buva hesitated to lure those rooms because 
of his scanty resources and generously came Forward 
to finance him in case of shortness of his emoluments 


to meet the heavy cost Thus encouraged, Buv*t 
hired the present costly place in the Padhye Build 
ing and continued his business there after performing 
the due religious ceremony on an auspicious day 
The formal opening ceremony was performed ou 
17th March r924 at the hands of Rao Bahadur 
S X Bole J P , M L c , in the presence of many 
mends of Buva and the place was named “Nava 
Jyotisha Xaryalay a at the suggestion of one of lus 
admirers, Mr V N Vedak, B a ll b 
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Ever since be came to occupy these commodious 
premises which command a very prominent situa- 
tion a t the comer of Lady Jomshedji Road and 
Bhawanisbankar Road at Dadar, his business has 
been thriving more than before and several well-to- 
do and educated clients have been coming to con- 
sult him. 

Xow we shall recount here some pf the incidents 
in which our Buva’s worth was tested and has brought 
increased fame to him. 

Mr. Rajaram Tukaram Padwal m. b. E. of Bandra 
came to know of Buva and became his great admirer. 
One of his daughters had previously undergone an 
operation at the time of her delivery. She was 
again expecting confinement and her father-m-law 
and her husband, both of whom are physicians, were 
of opinion that she would not bo safely delivered 
u ithout surgical help. They, of course, had consulted 
experts and taken every precaution to call in surgi- 
cal help at the time of her delivery, but Mr. Rajaram 
Shet, who had great faith in our Buva, consulted him 
in this connection. He predicted the exact day 
and time when she would be safely delivered with- 
out any surgical help and advised him that no opera- 
tion should he allowed before the time he had given 
about her deliv cry. Her father-in-law, however, had 
no faith in Bu\a*e prediction, and as soon as signs of 
travail began to appear be called the surgeon with 
whom he had made previous arrangements, and the 
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surgical table and instruments were made read}’. In 
the meantime the lady was safely delivered just 
at the time which Buva had given, and all the 
arrangements about the proposed operation proved 
unnecessary. This instance of Buva’s unerring and 
accurate prediction spread his name among medical 
men; and Mr.RajaramTukaram went about extolling 
his merits to all who cared to have to do anything 
with astrologers. Thus he brought to him several 
influential friends of his. 

At the age of 1 9 (1922) Buva went to Ratnagiri 
for lus marriage. While he was there, a rich Brah- 
man merchant named Bhargava Krishna Shevade 
was about to celebrate his son's marriage. He had 
consulted renowned astrologers and fixed the date 
of the marriage. In the meantime he came to know 
that our young Bur a was in Ratnagiri. Ho had heard 
a good deal about his being a clever astrologer. But 
he naturally did not bcliere that Buva’s reputation was 
Tight and thought of testing him. He showed him 
the horoscopes of his son and his would-be dauglitcr- 
in-law. Buva only glanced at them and said that the 
marriage would neier come off. Mr. Shevade said 
that it had been already settled and even invitations 
had been despatched. Bin a said there would occur 
some hitch in the nick of time and the match would 
break off. Mr. Shevade, who had strong faith in 
the other astrologers whom lie had consulted, asked 
Buva whether he was prepared toghc his opinion 
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in writing. Buva, who was quite confident that his 
prediction would come true, accepted the challenge 
and gave his opinion in writing. And to the utter 
surprise of that rich Brahman, who was quite scepti- 
cal about the young Buva's powers, his son was 
suddenly laid up with violent fever on the day 
preceding the fixed date of his marriage, and the 
parties were greatly disappointed and had to aban- 
don all their arrangements. This triumph of our 
Buvn went a great way in convincing all those who 
came to know this incident. 

This marriage never afterwards came off, and 
the young man remained uumarried for about seven 
years after this incident. One day Mr. Shevade, 
who had come to have great regard for our Buva 
since the aforesaid sad experience, called upon him 
with his son. Buva told the son that his marriage 
had already been settled and that he should forth- 
with proceed to Katnagiri. The father and the son 
were both surprised to hear this; for the marriage 
was settled by their relatives during their absence 
from Ratnagiri. On their return they came to know 
that Buva’s information was correct; and the 
marriage of that young man actually came off in 
the follow ing week as predicted by Buva. 

In the month of March 1928 the annual auction 
sales of country liquor shops took place. A few 
(lays before tire date of these auctions Buva warned 
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those who were to bid at the auction, through the 
issue of ‘Xavajuga* of.jth March 1928 to the Ukd 
that fighting would occur at the place of the auction 
This prophcc) was not at all belies cd in by those who 
were concerned in the liquor business for the) had 
never 6uch experience before But Jus prophecy 
came true and the vivid account of the fight was 
published in tilt following issue of the ‘Navayuga', 

Five fishermen from Worli Kohwada launched out 
their fishing boat Tor five or six da> s the) did 
not return Their relatives grew very anxious and 
inquired of Buva whether lie could trace the missing 
fishermen and tell them their fate Buva after his 
usual meditation in such critical cases, informed 
them that two of them were clinging to a woode*n 
plank in the open sea near a harbour Thereupon 
the relatives made inquiries with the Port Trust 
officers who could not supply them w ith any infor- 
mation In the meantime from Goa a wire was 
xeceivcd in which it was stated that two fishermen 
were found clinging to a boat which was upset. 
These men were of course brought to Bomba). 
This account appeared in the ‘Xavayuga* of 2nd 
March 1930, and Buva became verj popular among 
the Kolis of Bombay. 

Mr. Hamandn a ix B was on close terms with 
Buva After passing his examination in law, he 
proceeded to England for his I. C S While there 
Buva used to write to him often and gave Jum his 
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readings. In course of one of such readings Buva 
informed him that he would shortly undergo an 
operation which would be successful and lie would 
be quite free from his ailment. Mr. Hamand was 
simply surprised to read this. For he had never 
told any body either in India or England about his 
disease. Neither his father nor Buva knew anything 
about his complaint, and it was really a matter 
for surprise that Buva could predict about it from a 
distance of six thousand miles. Mr. Hamand wrote 
on 19th February 1930 a letter to Buva expressing 
his deep admiration of his wonderful powers. It is 
w orth while to gn e it here. It runs thus : 
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An Abhan Inspector named Shaik Alii Slink 
Hassan Hamdule, who has been Brna’s client from 
1916 has testified to Ins powers and qualifications 
in a long letter in Marathi which Ins been given in 
extenso in Buva’s Marathi biograph). We should 
like to give here a version of a feu extracts from 
that letter They are as follow s 
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(3) Vter I retired my sons pestered me for starting 
mdtor business On consulting you, your ids ice was not 
to go in for Such a business, for it would pro\ e a losing 
concern In spite of this warning from you I yielded to the 
wishes of my sons and I soon became a loser in that concern 

(4) After I retired I thought of seeking for some job or 
starting some business and I sought your ad\ ice in this 
connection lou told me that I should not go in for any 
business either independently or in partnership that 1 need 
not worry mj self to obtain any job and that I should accept a 
job which I would get without my seeking for it I abided 
by this aduce and I am glad to say that a relative of mine 
in Bombay wrote me to go to Bomba) I did so and he 
introduced me to a Mahomedan gentleman who wanted a 
pensioner to do some work with him He entertained 
my sen ices and I have been working there since 
Januar) 1930 

Another friend and admirer of Buva, Mr Shinkar 
Raghunath Tuljapurkir, his borne a similar testi- 
mony to Bin a s powers His letter to Buva which 
is in Marathi has already been given in e\tenso in 
Buva's Marathi biographj We will give here only 
the purport of it. He saj s 

We came to know each other from 1921 \ou prepared 
t e horoscope of mjself and those of m) children I have 
great pleasure in testifying to the fact that all jourpredit 
tions about ns ha\e turned out quite correct A son was 
born to me on 8th November 192s In the case of this child 
you had alread) predicted that it would be a male issue 
and^that it would have a scry critical time on the 24th 
of Nos ember towards midnight My familv had no faith in 
this prediction. Dut at 12 in the night of the date you 
mentioned the infant had a severe attack of convulsions 
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horoscope and assured me that I would be confirmed m 
the jear 1929 and to my great del ght Ins prediction prosed 
correct 

My father was seriously ill and when I saw that there 
was no turn for the better in his illness notwithstmd ng 
the treatment from able phjsicians I consulted Bui a who 
pred cted that the period between the sth and 15th of Julj 
was s cry critical but at the same time he advi ed me to 
perform certain sacrificial rituals to a\ irt the unfaiourable 
tnfluenceof the planet* which ho 10 tr proied nefkctnc and 
m> dear father succumbed to h s illness 
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Tartar’s residence in the* after-noon of 29th March* 
But before the arrangements about the intended 
sacrifice were complete the ailing boy expired at the 
exact time which Buva had given. At this exact 
prediction the Brahman astrologer, who was a 
witness of this affair, expressed his great surprise and 
said that in his whole life he had never known any 
astrologer w I10 could show such powers. He consi- 
dered that this pow er of precise prediction was only 
a divine gift. 


Mr Ramrao Laxman Mayanak was once inv olved 
m a civ il suit in respect of a large landed property. 
Iis pleader assured him that he would win the case, 
and Mr. Mayanak also was confident about his 
success. However he referred this case to Buva 
who told him that he would lose it; and the final 
result of the case showed that Buva's prediction 
was correct After this Mr. Mayanak came to 
old him in high respect. Short y after this he got 
another proof of Buva's powers. He asked him 
when his daughter would be married. He gave the 
exact day of her marriage and u 



ENTERING the world. 


39 ^ 


receive the order of his confirmation; and’ the 
wonder was that Mr, Samson received this order 
on the very day, which delighted him very much, 
and his reverence for Euva was greatly enhanced. 

He invited Bu\a to the Mahim Station and in tho 
presence of alt police officers who were then working 
at the Mahim Police Station praised Cum for his 
unerring and precise predictions and garlanded him. 

We are tempted to give here one more instance of 
Buva’s accurate and unemng annual readings. A 
Police Sub-Inspector named Mr. Kamchandra 
Rajaram Deshpande came to Buva on 16th February' 
1931 fora life reading for one year. When Buva 
glanced at lus horoscope he warned him to be very 
careful as regards vehicles; and he got the sad 
experience of this warning. Five days after Buva 
gave this warning his motor cy cle came into collision 
with a motor lorry. 

We will now conclude this chapter by quoting a , 
few testimonials given by those who had to do 
with Bu\a. 

A military officer named Major Korlce who had 
hardly any faith in Astrology' was brought to Buva 
by Ins friend and admirer Mr. Rajaram Tukaram. 
The Major was agreeably surprised at the powers of 
our astrologer and recorded his impression in the' 
following manner : 

“This is to certify that I have had my horoscope told' 
by Mr. Gortrtd J nurd in Borkar H!j statements concerning* 
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■\our knowledge of the past in ones life and about the 
future thereof is not only mancllous and wonderful but is 
ter) accurate 

When the heart is full the tongue does not speak. and the 
pen docs not write l therefore do not know what to saj and 
write and where to stop 

I kno v a» a matter of fact that those who hare come to 
conquer v ou l at e returned alio % ing themselves to be conquered 
md remark ng that very few could be found to be j our equals 
in the line of tour hoK profession 

A our reputation is bound to be wider day b\ da> May the 
Almight) grant rou a verv long and prosperous life and mi) 
sour name l e recorded in golden letters in the h storj of the 
ancient sc ence of \strologv 

Rao Bahadur S K Bole, j p , M L C , Honorary 
Magistrate who has ever been Buva’s well wisher 
and admirer, has testified to Suva's worth in the 
follow ing terms 

It affords me great pleasure to say that I ha\c often 
consulted jou in times of difFcult) and >our advice it all 
t mes based on ihe astrological forecast w as worth following 
I came in contact withjou m the jear 1911 and s nee then 
tou have been my s ncere fr end and well wisher \our 
predictions regard ng the marriage of my second son md 
the unexpected help that I received at the same time wero 
correct and most surprising to me My beloved brother 
passed awa\ exactly when I approached sixtieth year as told, 
by you from that ins aluable work written by Bbngu Risht 

In thfe year 1919 my brother had undergone a serious 
Operation and his cond t on was precarious in the hosp tal. 
\ou helped me at a t me when the best doctors had given 
up all hopes of his recov ery and had come to the conclus on 
that he would not survive even 48 hours. YoU approached 
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,/mThESE two sciences are closely allied to 
/^LHESL two know)edge of 

WT expected in a good astrologer Our 
* «*** Suva has studied them to perfection 

There ,s a wonderful uo'"=‘ tocebe “ ee ”‘^; I, ft c °" 
the human palm and the signs on the human face , 
and it appears that nature has briefly «"*« ** 
palm and the face the past and future In^t 
man and ingenious palmists tf 

raised the unravelling of this history th#t tho 
relnble sciences The wonder of *, 

results ol their readings closely J * atl 

astrological predicuons so ™' d on fto 

ences in the cosmos are as t w patent 

humin palm and face Hie succ« r 

and a face-reader mainly depends upon the close ®n 
minute observations and power of deep p ^ 

The stud> of treatises on these subjects acquaints u- 
w»th broad and general principles the successful 
application of which depends on the ingenmtj and 
keen observation of the persons who study them 
Our Suva has achieved a wonderful rmster> of thes 
subjects and has been succcssfull> appljmg ,COT 
m his practice He has shown lus pow er of laying 
out the exact horoscope of a person only oy a 
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moment's glance at his face. This horoscope exact- 
ly tallies with his horoscope as laid out with the 
help of his birth date. This power has invariably 
enabled Buva to give the exact birth date of a person 
who has no record of it. Moreover his glance at 
the face enables him to give the exact lines on the 
palm. So he has been marvellously enabled to 
demonstrate the unity of Astrology, Palmistry and 
Face-Reading. 

We will now give here a few instances in which 
these powers of Buva have been tested. 

Rao Bahodur S. K. Bole, j. p., m. l. c. brought to 
Buva Dr. B. R. Atnbedkar, M. a. Ph. D., D. Sc., 
Bar-at-Law, m. l. c., j. p. The learned doctor had 
no faith in Astrology. Buva only glanced at lus 
face for a moment, described the lines on lus palm 
without looking at them, laid out lus horoscope and 
described his past history and character. He was 
simply astounded with the accuracy of Buva’s 
narration and expressed his desire to study these 
subjects with Ins help. 

Mr. Deshmukh, M. A., ll. B. was introduced to 
Buva by his friend Mr. Arjun Balaji Slunde. This 
gentleman had travelled over Europe and America and 
had no faith m Astrology. Our Buva only looked at 
lus face for a single moment, laid out his horoscope 
and narrated his past, present and future history', the 
correctness of which struck lum and he came to 
bcliei e in Buva and his science. 
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Mr Ramchandra Balknshna Bhat l C E who is 
a very high officer in the Public Works Department, 
once called upon our Buva with the object of testing 
him He had not much faith in Astrology and Tie 
argued with Bun about its reliability Brna tried 
to prove that it is a true science But lie was not 
convinced Then Buva glanced at his face laid out 
lus horoscope and described his past, present and 
future, which Mr Bhat found to be true and he was 
convinced about Buva s powers He at once made 
up his mind to study the science v ith his help and 
called regularly at his place and studied the science 
with all the humility of an earnest minded studfent 
He persevered in studying the science with great 
energy and application for a couple of years and 
attained a sufficient mastery of it He has then turned 
out a good astrologer and in lus leisure hours he has 
been using his knowledge very successfully 

Mr Samba Bhagoji Hamand, a well known con- 
tractor in Bombay , once called on Buva to test his 
knowledge of Astrology He had his horoscope in 
his pocl et which lie did not show him Buva 
glanced at the contractor s face for a moment immc 
diately laid out his horoscope and told him to tal e 
out the one in Ins pocket and see whether they 
tallied Mr Samba was greatly surprised to find 
that the horoscope laid out by Bu\a was quite 
correct We ha\e already given the testimony of 
his son Mr A S Hamand B a il b. n the 
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xtondetfu! “ «“» Pf ‘"L°'IZ 

astrologer I was also surpmtii to End that your P 

suth regard to my M D and M S exam nations «ereiery 

exact to my joy sthile prediction. °f other “l' 0 '""'” 
faded t am sore that aoeh a .1.11 .. only possible » • » 
because ton are blessed b, God .n yoor efforts My lx 
sour predictions se.ll neser be shalen because I hnote 
that thejti.ll neser go strong May God bleat youandgne 
you long life and prosperity 

Mr Rajarim Tukanm Padwal M B E once took 
Buva to Mr N T Jungalwala, Presidency Magis- 
trate of the Dadar Court and introduced him to 
the Magistrate Saheb as an expert astrologer. 13 uva 
glanced at Ins face, laid out h.s horoscope ana 
narrated his past, present abd future He 
greatly struck with his powers, praised him J ■ O 
much and from that time forward he has consulted 
him aery often Buva gnes lus annual readmit 
which he appreciates -very much In one ot suc 
readings Bu\a warned him that his son was likely 
to meet with an accident while going about in a 
vehicle Mr Jungalwala who had strong futh in 
lus predictions prohibited lus son from dns mg m 
his motor But when he went to Lonavla for a 
change, his son drov e his motor car which das 1 
against a motor car and met with a serious acci- 
dent Thus Buva s prediction came true Tlu» 
gentleman has recently borne testimony to Buva s 
powers in the follow mg terms 


air Gowad Janardhaa Borkar the author of Satyashre 
shtha H ndu Dharnia Panchan j nss introduced to me id 
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SaUiaram Kamik, Mho Mas Police Inspector of 
the Mahim Police Station The Eao Bahadur was 
exceedingly delighted to see m But a the rare 
ability of preparing Ins horoscope by a single 
glance at lus face While examining his right 
hand Buva detected one uncommon mark on his 
little finger, which has four joints He had never 
before come across any man who had that pecu 
lianty All have three joints on each finger or 
their hands Buva at once surmised from this that 
something uncommon must ha\e transpired in 1JS 
life This surmise was corroborated by the Rao 
Bahadur who told Buva all the wonderful vicissi 
tudes tn lus life This great officer spent more 
than four hours with him and came to have so 
much regard for him that he even allowed himsell 
to be photographed with Buva who also took a 
photo of his wonderful hand Since tlus visit the 
Eao Bahadur often comes to Buva and spends 
"hours with him 


Mr Rajaram TuharamPadnal M b E , brought to 
Buva Mr Vishwanath Ganpatrao Dalvi, Bar at Law 
■and his wife Mrs Nalimbai, B A Neither o 
them had an} faith m Astrologj , Palmistr} an 
Tace Reading Buva threw a moments glance at 
Mrs Nalimbai s face, laid out her horoscope and 
described past e\entsmher life rinding them to 
be quite correct she was at once convinced of the 
•truth of the science of Astrologj- and the sister 
Sciences Since that time both of them lia\e often 
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consulted Buva and they have got the horoscopes of 
their children prepared by him. 

Dr. D. S. Nadkami, m. b. b. s. who had heard 
much about Buva called upon him to ascertain 
whether his reputation had any foundation in truth. 
Ho asked Buva to lay out his horoscopo only by 
looking at his face, which he did at once. The 
doctor took out his horoscope which he had in 
his pocket, and compared it with the one which 
Buva had laid out. Both the horoscopes exactly 
coincided and he was quite satisfied as to the powers 
of our Buva. 

Dr. Data Mancherji Dastur L. M. & s. who is a 
very influential and well-known physician in the 
Parsi community was introduced to Buva by Dr. 
K. H. Elchidana l. m. & s. He had with him his 
daughter Miss Awabai and his would-be son-m-law 
Mr. Barjorji Rustomji Mody. He asked Bu\a to lay 
out Mr. Barjorji' s horoscope by looking at his faco 
which lie did immediately, to the delight of the 
doctor. He greatly appreciated this power of his, 
for lie himself was a student of Astrology. 

Mr. Barjorji Mody who was greatly impressed 
with this power in Buva told about it to his aunt 
Mrs. Jerbai Hormasji Mody who expressed her 
intense desire to see Buva and asked Mr. Barjorji 
to accompany her to hi3 place. When she called 
upon Buva she had left her horoscopo in the motor. 
She asked Buva te lay out her horoscope by looking 
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at her face, ■which he did immediate]}'. Then she 
asked her nephew to fetch her horoscope from the 
motor car. She compared it with the one which Dura 
had laid out, and finding that they perfectly tailed 
she was exceedingly delighted and praised Buva very 
much. Upon this she brought to Buva her elder 
sister and her husband Mr. Jehangir horraosji Vakil 
Bar-at-Law who were quite satisfied with Buva s 
powers and greatly admired him. 

Mr.Brach ArdesarNadirshahB.A.B.E.(Bom), M.I.E., 
B. sc. ( Edinburg), r. i, s. e. ( London ), a . m. i. c. e. 
came to Buva on 4th July X932. He had no hososcope 
and Buva laid it out by looking at his face and at his 
desire read to him the Bhrigu Samhita. He was 
satisfied with his account given with the help of that 
great work. 
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Rao Bahadur B N Athavale, b a ll,J P who 
v as f or some years Presidency Magistrate of Bomba} 
and who has ]ust now been the City Coroner, happen- 
ed to read Bu\as biography in Marathi and became 
anxious to personally venfy some of the statements 
made therein about Buva s pow ers So he called upon 
lnm with Mr B K Wanarkar, Police Sub Inspector 
Bu\a threw a glance at his face and exactly descnbed 
the lines on the palm of his hand The Rao Bahadur 
saheb was greatly surprised to find Ins description 
quite correct 

Mr P D Mahaluxmivala j p , about whom w e 
shall say in the next part and whose testimonial we 
shall give there, has been kind enough to extol our 
Bu\a to his friends He has thus succeeded m indue 
mg two very influential and great citizens of Bomba} 
to go with lum to Buva We have great pleasure to 
mention their names here 

Sir Fazalblioy Cummbhoy kr, the well 
known proprietor of the Cummbhoy Mills was 
pleased to go with lum to Buva The Sirsaheb 
w as doubtful about the correctness of his birth date 
Mr Mahaluxmiw ala asked Bu\a to lay down Ins 
horoscope by looking at his face Buva did so, 
described the lines on the palm of his hand laid out 
his horoscope, referred it to the Bhrigu Samluta and 
narrated to lum principal details of his life as 
recorded m the Samluta The Sirsaheb found 
them to be correct Buva even read to him from 
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the Samba ta some facts of his revered fathers life 
The Sirsaheb was especially surprised to find 
that his mother s death before he was twelve months 
old was recorded in it and that he had five sons 
He praised the ancient Rishi who could foretell 
thousands of years ago the events in the life of persons 
tVht) were to be born ages after He also praised 
Buvafor his marvellous powers and his suavity of 
temper which inspired respect for him 

Sir Furshottamdas Thahurdas kt, c IE, MB E , 
m L A, was the second great gentleman w hom Mr 
P D Mahaluxmiwala persuaded to go to Burt 
w ith him This gentleman had no faith m Astrolog>, 
and he accompanied Mr Mihaluxmiwah to Buvi 
only to see whether there was anj truth in what he 
had said Buva glanced at his face, described very 
accurately the lines on his palm, laid down his boros 
cope referred it to the Samhita and described come of 
the events of his life as recorded in the Samhita He 
was greatly surprised to see all this He was 
especially struck to find recorded in the Samhita 
some of the facts of Ins life which were never 
know n to anyone except himself The Sirsaheb was 
so mightily pleased with Buva that he declared that 
lie had never before come across such an able 
■astrologer who could satisfy him in all respects 



THIS js a veiy wonderful work :n the Sanskrit 
literature on Astrology. Every astro- 
loger worth the name knows of the exis- 
tence of this work, but very few possess 
it. None has hitherto succeeded in securing the 
whole of it , and it is only lately that some parts 
of the work have been published at Meerut. But 
critics say that the parts that have been published 
are not free from inaccuracies and care has not 
been taken to edit the text after comparing different 
manuscripts 


Now a word about the nature of this important 
work must be said here It gives innumerable 
horoscopes of persons that can be bom at all 
points of time on every day of every month of 
e\ ery year. So that no horoscope of any person 
escapes being laid out in it , and the past, present 
and future events of all persons have been told 
with admirable accuracy with the help of the 
astrological science. Hence the persons, who have 
the rare chance of referring their horoscopes to this 
work get correct readings of their past, present 
and future. 


Our Buva lias been exceptionally fortunate in 
possessing apart of this work. The story of tins 
rare and invaluable find is worth mentioning here. 
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A Brahman from Benares, •who was travelling in 
this part of the country , happened to visit Bomba} 
While he was putting up at Dadar he heard that 
a youth who was not jet beyond his teens was 
practising as an astrologer and had earned a name 
m it The Brahman called upon him out of mere 
curiosity and requested him to lay out his horoscope 
and narrate his past, present and future, which 
Buva did immediate!} The Brahman was greatl} 
surprised to find that Ins powers were unerring and 
told Buvu that the reading of his life exactly tallied 
with the one given in Bhngu Samhita which he 

had Buva who was already aware of the existence 

of that work, asked the Brahman whether he 
would lend the work to him, so that lie might 
make for himself a copy of it The Brahman, 
■who had been greatly pleased w ltli the rare abilities 
of the young astrologer, set him down as one of 
the ablest in the line, and promised to give the 
work to him when he came again from his native 
place This promise the Brahman kept After 
about two years he returned to Buva with the 
manuscript copy of a part of the Bhngu Samhita 
and said ‘Maharaja, here is the work which I 
promised to gn e you As I am not an astrologer 
lam not able to make any use of it, and there 
is no other astrologer except y ou to whom I can 
give this worl Please, therefore, accept it as a 
free gift from me and make good use of it , 
Buva, of course, was greatly delighted to have 
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such an invaluable work and could not sufficiently 
thank the generous Brahman. It is really a very 
great achievement. Since that time he has been 
able to compare his own readings of the horoscopes 
with those given in this great work, which is 
perfectly reliable. He is thus able to describe most 
confidently the past, present and future of the 
persons who consult him. 


His natural intelligence, his wonderful common 
sense, his delicate tact, and penetrating power, 
and his intuitive sympathy and understanding of 
character have enabled him to interpret the text 
of this work to his clients with such modifications 
as are called for by the changed aspect of modern 
society. For want of these qualities an astrologer 
who may be in possession of this work will be 
unable to interpret it successfully to his clients, 
because the sages who have recorded their readings 
in the work cannot be expected to say things the 
description of which might literally coincide with 
the state of things which will have come into 
being in the time of the subject of the horoscope, 
ages afterwards. Hence to put their readings in 
terms of modem society demands exquisite 
shrewdness which our Buva may be said to possess 
in an admirable degree. For, clients who call upon 
him for the readings in Bhrigu Samhita are report* 
cd to go quite satisfied with the interpretations 
which he gives them. This is an outstanding proof 
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of personal genius and those who ba\ e to do with 
him have invariably admired him for it. 

Fortunately for Buva the part of the great work 
■which has come into his possession contains 
readings of persons to be bom curing the present 
centur> So he will have no misgivings as regards 
the readings of horoscopes during his life time, 
and the fact that his readings of horoscopes 
inv anably correspond -with those in this w ork has 
greatlj strengthened Ins confidence in his own 
powers 

His possession of this invaluable work has greatly 
advanced his practice Persons, who come to 
know that he has the Bhngu Samhita, the impor- 
tance of which they happen to know, call upon 
him and get their readings from it, in the inter- 
pretation of which Buva has earned great repu 
tation Persons from distant places go to Dadar 
in quest of Buvas residence Persons even from 
Great Britain run to Buva for readings from the 
Samhita as soon as they land m Bomba} 

Now vve will give some instances in which 
persons hav e until now called upon Buva for 
getting their readings from Bhngu Samhita It 1S 
to be noted here that the majority of these persons 
are from the Parsi commumt} 

Mr N S Master who was an Abkari Inspector 
was almost the first gentleman who came to Buva 
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to have a reading from this wonderful work. He 
first asked Buva to lay out his horoscope and read 
what was said about him in the Samhita, which Buva 
did to his satisfaction. This gentleman went about 
praising the Samhita and its interpreter. He has 
thus spread Buva's fame among the Parsi community. 

Mr. Bhikaji Kashinath Wanarkar, Police Sub- 
Inspector, requested Buva to prepare his horoscope 
which he did and added to it a reading from the 
Samhita which w as to the effect that he would be 
promoted to a higher post, but after he had 
enjoyed it for three years he would be brought 
back to bis former post) and at this juncture be 
would lose his wife and marry again. Mr. 
Wanarkar did not believe in this prediction. But 
in course of time it came true and he was 
convinced of the reliability of the Samhita and its 
interpreter. 

Mr. Framroze Rustomji Merchant, Assistant 
Commissioner of Income Tar, called upon Buva 
on 15th November 192G. He got his reading 
from the Samhita, in which it was stated that 
lie would have a steady rise and soon reach a 
■very high post. This prophecy soon turned true 
and he came to have very firm faith m the work 
and in Buva as its interpreter. He told 4 about it 
to his brother-in-law Dr. Xanavatty d, o., m. s., 
I?. C. s. ( England ), K. c. r. ( London ), m. 
t- H. S. (Bombay), Opthalmic Surgeon, who went 
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to Buva and after satisfying himself he gave the 
following testimonial 

I am glad to express my high op a on about Mr G J 
Borkar whoso predictions about the past c\ ents and those 
of the past b rth by the help of that wonderful Bhrigu *lamli ta 
have proved amazingly true 1 confidentlv recommend him 
to any one who is interested in the science of fore knowledge 

Dr N H Clubw alia m d b hj , d r H» 
D T M , &. H , D P M called upon Buva and 
handing his horoscope to him ashed him to read 
•what the Samhita had got to say about lum 
He took care not to disclose his name to him Bu\a 
did so and told him that he w ould prosper only m “ 
foreign land He was already practising in England 
on passing lus examinations there Having spent 
some years there he returned to India and began his 
practice here Seeing that he could not command 
good practice here he consulted Buva who gave him 
the aforesaid reading On hearing it he went bach 
to England and has been flourishing there 

Mr Jehangir Takirjee Gagaratwas introduced to 
Buva by Mr Rajaram Tuharam Buva read to 
him the Bhngu Samita m which it w as predicted 
that two years later he would male a profitable 
business in a foreign land After this period he 
got a lucrative contract of a mine of coal tar at 
Baghdad in which he earned much money When 
he returned to Bombay he went to paj his respects 
to Buva and made a present to him of a quantity of 
dry fruit brought from that land. 
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Dr. Dorabji Ardesair Contractor came to Buva 
on 20 th September 1927 to get his reading from 
the Samhita, He did not tell him who he was and 
what ho did and was in a simple dress. Buva laid 
out his horoscope and referring it to the Samhita 
told him that he was a great physician and held 
a high office and that he would gradually rise to 
higher posts. Dr. Contractor was mightily pleased 
to hear this reading. E\ er since that time he has 
come to hold Bu\ain great respect and goes about 
advcrtismng his merits. 
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might come true and got himself ready to leave the 
-world on the appointed day. He disposed of his 
property and left no cause for disputes after he 
had passed array. The wonder was that he did 
expire on the exact day mentioned in the Samhita. 

Mr. Manekshaw Bejanji Pctigara came to Buva 
on 9th March 1929 for his reading from the 
Samhita. It was said in it about him to the effect 
that he would be married at 24, that he would 
go to a foreign land at 39 and that he would 
again go to the foreign land at 48 and stay there 
foT 2 years. He had already had all these experiences 
and came to have strong faith in the Samhita 
and Buva. 

Mr. Khaishetji Dadabhoy Banaji, who is known as 
Bruno, is a very famous astrologer among the Parsis, 
and is on friendly terms with Mr. Nowroji Bharucha 
who happened to praise to him the Bhrigu Samhita 
and Buva as its interpreter. This great astrologer 
could not believe in what his fnend told him. 
So he took him to Buva with the object of convincing 
him of the truth of his information. Buva referred 
Bruno's horoscope to the Samhita and with its 
help described his past, present and future, on hear- 
ing which he was greatly surprised and praised 
the Rishi who could foretell 4000 years ago the 
fate of millions of persons who were yet to he 
horn. He said that this Bhrigu Rishi must have 
been favoured with divine powers.’ From this 
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time forward this great astrologer has come to 
have faith in the Samhita and our Bm a who has 
shown the marvellous ability to interpret its text, 

Mr. Vikaji Shaptiqi Fraser, m. a., called upon 
Buva on 31st October 1929 to get his reading 
from the Samhita. Buva interpreted the portion 
in it which concerned him. Mr. Fraser was quite 
surprised to hear the facts about his past history, 
particularly about the death of his father when he 
was 27. He has been getting the verification of 
the predictions in the Samhita about himself. In 
fact he has come to hare strong faith m it and 
its able interpreter 

Shet Jehangir Bomanji Petit, owner of the Petit 
Mills, came to Buva on 29th November 1929 at 
the instance of Mr. V. S. Fraser to get his reading 
from the Samhita. He had before no faith in 
Astrology. But when he heard the correct des- 
cription of his past in the Samhita and when in 
course of time he had the verification of the 
predictions in it he came to have faith in the science 
and in Buva. 

Mr. Raowas brought to Buva by Mr. Fraser. 
^Buv a laid out his horoscope by looking at his face 
and read from the Samhita the record ot his past, 
not omitting to mention his travel to England. 
Mr. Rao was greatly surprised to hear it and came 
to have very great regard for Buva as a great astrolo- 
ger and much faith in the Samlnta. 
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and told them -what would happen to them in the 
the course of one year. They were quite satisfied to 
hear all this. 

Mr. Pestonji Nowrosji Dubash b. a. b. sc. 
( London ) came to Buva to get his reading from 
the Samhita. He was glad to hear what was said 
in it about him, more particularly when he found 
in it the prediction about his going to England 
for his examination. He expressed his wonder 
at this forecast made by the Rishi thousands of 
years ago. 

Mr. Erachshaha Ardeshir Tarapore b. e. l. c. e. 
was brought to Buva by Mr. Dubash to get his 
reading from the Samhita. In this work it was 
stated about him as follows:— He would lose his 
father at 22 and his mother at 42, that he would 
pass his examination in Engineering at 28, that he 
would be married at 31 and would have three 
eons and one daughter, and that after he had got 
his reading from the Samhita at 43 he would be 
free from all difficulties. Mr. Tarapore was amazed 
to hear all these predictions the truth of which he 
had already realised, and he exclaimed that this 
Bhrigu Rishi was not an ordinary man. He must 
ha* e been a veritable god 

Mr. Shripad Narayan Satghar M. A. ll. b. came 
to Buva to get his reading from the Samhita, in 
which it was said that he would hat e the knowledge 
of law but lie would not get any success in the legal 
5 
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profession , that he would get an emploj raent and 
nse in it to a high post, that he w ould not howe\ er 
attach much value to his legal knowledge and Ins 
high post, but that he would alvvaj s be engaged in 
the quest of spiritual knowledge and thoughts of 
salvation and that he would write works on reh 
gious subjects Mr Satghar was delighted to hear 
these things about him and came to have faith in the 
Samhita and its able interpreter 

Mr S M Chothia Bar-at Law was introduced 
to Buva by Mr Satghar When he heard what 
was said about him in the Samhita lie was surprised 
and his scepticism about Astrology vanished Since 
then he has often consulted Buv a and taken from 
him his annual readings As the predictions m 
these readings have usuallj come true, I10 has 
come to have firm faith in Astrology and in 
our Buva 

Dr Dosablm Slnptirji Fraser l r c p ( London ) 
called upon Buva to get his reading from the 
Samhita Several things about him said m it were 
found bj him to be true He was quite surprised 
to hear that he would many a European lad} at 
the age of 36 After this experience he went about 
praising the Samhita and its interpreter 

Dr V N Bhajekar FR.cs who had heard 
the praises of the Samhita and of Buv a, called upon 
him and heard from him Ins reading which he found 
to be quite true , and he came to have faith in the 
samhita and its interpreter. 
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Miss Hirabai, sister of Mr. Jungalwala, Presidency 
Magistrate, came to Buva for her reading from 
the Bhngu Samhita. Her nephew Mr. AnMesana 
and his mother were with her. She was quite 
pleased to hear what was written in the Samhita 
about her. The Samhita said that she had three 
sisters and four brothers and that her eldest 
brother would get the position of a judge On 
hearing all this she came to have a very high notion 
about the work. 

Mr. Rustomji Nanabhai Bharucha called upon 
Buva to have a reading from the Samhita about 
Dr. Mistry l. m. & s , J. p. Buva read the Samhita 
and predicted Dr. Mistry’s death in his 44th year. 
"He even predicted the exact date and time of 
his death. Mr Bharucha who knows a little of 
Astrology could not believe that the exact date 
and time of his death could be mentioned But 
as this event was to occur onlj in four months he 
waited to see its fulfilment , and when he saw 
that Dr. Mistry’s death did occur on the exact day 
and at the exact time which Buva had predicted, 
lie came to ha\e staunch belief in the Samhita 
and its interpreter , and he afterwards introduced 
to Buia his several fnenas, among whom were 
Messrs Fardunji Wasaiwala, Dalai M a ll b. 
and Pnncipal Banaji All these gentlemen were 
satisfied with the readings they got from the 
Samhita. 
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Mr rnmrose M Malta who is well acquainted 
with Astrologj once came to Buva and got a 
reading of the Samluta from him. Ho has sent to 
Buva a letter in Gujarati m which he has expressed 
his opinion about the Sarahita. The purport of his 
letter is as follows , 

I have stud cd Astrologj and have great regard for it. 
For the last six years you have been giving to some of my 
friends readings from the Sambita written thousands of 
years ago by the great Bhngu R shl I hare been greatly 
surprised at this work of his I will give here some instances 
of these readings 

With the help of the Samh ta you told me that when I 
was 18 I had on one of mj legs a boil which had to be 
operated upon and that I was in a critical condition 
after th s operation I was greatly struck at it Sim larly 
your predict on about my marriage and the birth of a son to 
me came true All my friends whom I sent to you were equally 
satisfied You are sery fortunate m that jou possess such an 
invaluable work May God keep jou long and may you be 
useful to many by means of this great work . 

Mr Klianderao Gajanan Kothare Bar-at Law , who 
was for some time a Judge in the Dharampur State, 
had not much faith m Astrologj and would not 
bother to consult any astrologer His wife Mrs. 
Champoobai, who w ished to know her dear husband s 
future, called upon Bua a m companj with Dr. 
Elchidana L u <L s and requested Buva to give 
her husbands reading from the Bhngu Samluta. 
Buva read it as follows He would go twice to 
a foreign land for his study of law. He would 
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begin it at 31 and complete it at 35. He would 
then return to India at 36. Then he would begin 
his practice and immediately after it lie would 
.get a high post. But at 40 he would give up 
this big post and his worldly life and turn out 
a devotee of God. Before this he would have a 
very hot temper which would lead him to cause 
trouble to many. But afterwards his temper w ould 
greatly change and he would help many to obtain 
salvation. People would persecute him and cause 
him much trouble But he would have strength 
enough to bear it all He would marry at 22. 
He would have male issues who would soon pass 
away. His life would not be for earning money 
put for leading persons to a virtuous and reli- 
gious life 

Mrs. Champoobai was surprised to hear all 
these true details of her husband's life, returned 
home and told her husband what she had heard 
and persuaded him to go to Buva to get a verifi- 
cation of her report He vv as at first quite reluctant 
to go to hear what the Bhngu Samhita had to say 
about him But when he actuill j went and heard 
the details of Ins life predicted thousands of years 
ago he had to change his opinion about Astrology. 
He then asked Buva to read what the great Risln 
had said about Ins dear wife Buva read about 
her in the Samhita as follows Trom the time 
she would be born her family would grow very 
’prosperous and happj She would be married at 



70 


GOVDTD JANARDAK EORKAR 


14 Her husband would go to the foreign land 
for the study of law when she would be 18 He 
would enjoj a verj high position until she would 
be 31 At this age there would be reverses in their 
condition m life and they would suffer much. 
But she would not swerve from her dutj and love 
to her husband who would renounce all worldly 
affairs and turn out to be a \ery religious man. 
The house she would build would be a meeting 
place for her husband s disciples She would not at 
all blame him for it On the contrary she would 
herself become a very religious woman and she 
would Io\e justice and truth more than anything 
else and would be ever ready to suffer anything 
for their sake She would lose her only son at 
this juncture This dire calamity would test her 
faith in God 

Mr and Mrs Kothare were greatlj pleased to 
hear the e details of their lives recorded by the 
great Rishi and persuaded their daughter Miss 
Ivesharbai to accompanj them to Buva At first 
she hesitated to consult any sage or astrologer in 
regard to her life But at last she yielded to the 
wishes of her parents and went wath them to Buva, 
with whom she discussed different questions and 
after being satisfied she condescended to listen to 
what was said about her in the Samhita It was 
stated there that she would be very fortunate, 
truth loving well behaved and benevolent. Her 
father would have great fortune and renown. Her 
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detotion to God would not be in van? In her 
joung age she would suffers good deal as a pen- 
ance for her previous birth After that she would 
be free from, all evil She would be married at 
25 and a good son would be bom to her She 
w oukl be from that time leading a happy life and 
she would preach and lead people to absolution 

Mr Kothtre was so much pleased with these 
readings that he praised the Samhita and its. 
interpreter to his friends, Some o£ whom called 
upon Buva to consult the great Rishi 

One of such friends was Mr Gajanan Vinayak 
Rao, who was quite satisfied with his reading. 
Among other things the Samhita said that he would 
come with his preceptor at 51 to have his reading 
Tins impressed him so much that he came to ha\e 
firm faith m the science of Astrology praised the 
Samhita very much and from this time his faith in his 
religious teacher Mr Kothare became firm 

Mr Kothare brought to Buva Mr Surajlal De«ai, 
who was another friend of his, on 23rd June 1932, 
to read the Samhita Buva gave him his reading 
in which among other things it was stated 
that a son would be bom to him veiy shortly 
Mr Sunjala! would not believe this He said 
that other astrologers whom he had consulted told 
him that lie had no chance of getting a son Buv a 
saw his horoscope and said that he had the distinct 
chance of having a son But he was not to be 
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satisfied. Only 3 days after this his wife gave birth 
to a male issue, which convinced him of the reliability 
of the Samhita and of our Buva. 

Mr. Kothare brought Mr. Kitenkar Ramaya 
Channapaya to Buva for his reading from the 
Samhita. In the course of his reading it was said 
that he would call with his religious teacher at 23 
to hear the reading from the Samhita and that 
his object in doing so would be to know from 
it the time when he would be able to build a 
temple. These statements struck him most and he 
said that it was really a great wonder that the 
Samhita could tell what was in his mind. It could 
clearly be seen from this that in the ancient times 
the importance of this science of Astrology was 
really great. He also said that before he came to 
hear this reading about himself he had no faith in 
any astrologer and he thanked Mr. Kothare very 
much for introducing him to Buva. 

Mr. Kothare brought to Buva many other disciples 
and friends. But for want of space, we shall 
he content with mentioning the aforesaid three ' 
gentlemen. 

Mr. Hormasji Nasarwanji Dubash called upon 
Uuva to get his reading from the Samhita, in 
^ "c i it was said that he would marry at 39 and a 

aug 'ter would be bom to him two years later. 

1 r 016 * S eveQ t he would be leading a prosperous 
life and would lie doing many good deeds. But 
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after it he would suffer a great monetary loss and 
his mind would be without peace. At 46, he would 
come in contact with saints and sages and would 
then live a religious life. On hearing these and 
other details of his life recorded in the Samhita 
he was mightily pleased and ho got also the reading 
of his wife Mrs. Mcrbat, who was surprised to 
hear the chief events of her life predicted ages ago 
by the great Rishi. 

Mr. Shapurji Nowroji Bhawnagrco came to Euva 
to hear what was said about him in the Samhitn. It 
was said in it that his mother would die at his 
early age of 4. He would undergo an operation 
at 17. He would be married at 27, and his 
father would pass away six: months after this 
event. 

Mr. Nowroji Kawasji Ayarton came to get a reading 
from the Sainhita in which it was recorded that 
six months after lus birth Ins mother would pass 
away and at 2 5 his father w ould leave this w orld. He 
would get an employment at 25. He was greatly 
surprised to hear all these details of his life recorded 
so correctly m the Samhita. 

Dr. Varywandas Chunilal Shroff L. R. c. P., M. R. 
C. S. came to hear what was said about him in 
the Samhita, in which it was recorded that when 
he would be 28, he would lose lus daughter. His 
first wife would die when he would reach 36 and 
he would then marry a second wife rvho would 
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bear him a son He would then go to a foreign 
land at 37 for further medical stud}, which he 
would complete at 40 On hearing these correct 
details of his life recorded in the Simhitahe came 
to have strong faith in the great w orl 

Mr Nasarwanji Sorabji Gandhi came to Bui a w itb 
hts wife and two children to hear what was 
recorded about him in the Samluta It was said 
there that he would marry at 28, and would lose 
his mother at 0 4 He was struck to hear the e and 
other details of his life 

Dr Major K H Elchidana L M &. S called 
upon Buva to hear what was said about lumself in the 
Samluta in which it was stated that lie would be 
a great physician that he would pass his medical 
examination at 24 that he would marry at 25, 
that he would have three sons and one daughter, 
that one of his sons would pass away and that 
at 33 he would undergo an operat on of his 
abdomen He was quite struck to hear all these 
details of his life and praised the Samhita very 
much 

Mr Mukund Dadaji Rane Proprietor of Messrs 
Dadaji Dhakji & Co called upon Buva with Ins wife 
Mrs Gulabbat and expressed his desire to bear 
what was recorded of him in the Samhita They 
were mightily pleaded with what was said about 
them in the great work and praised the great Risht 
for recording the details of their lives thousands 
of years ago 
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Mr Krishnarao Knshnath Kirtikar, who is a 
brother in law of Mr Muhund Kao, called to have 
a reading of his life in the Samhita and was quite 
satisfied to hear the details of his life predicted 
therein 

Mrs Jerbai, wife of Mr H P Mody, who is a 
renowned merchant in Bombay, called upon Buva 
and had her reading from the Samhita Hearing 
the account of her life she expressed great 
satisfaction at it Thereupon this great lady brought 
to Buva her sister Zilubai and her husband Mr 
Jahangir Hormasji Vakil, Bar at Law and got their 
readings from the Samhita They were mightily 
pleased with the correctness of the account given 
in the Samhita 

Dr Dara Mancherp Dastur l. m &, s called 
upon Buva on 7th May 1932 to read what was 
said about him in the Samhita in which it was 
stated that he was a phjsician, that he had four 
hrothers and four sisters, that he would pass his 
examination in medicine at 22 and that he would 
have three children He was satisfied to hear 
these correct details concerning himself After some 
da> s he brought his daughter and his w ould be 
son in law and asked him to read what was said 
in. the Samhita about his daughter Among other 
things the Samhita said that she w ould come to have 
her reading from the Samhita with the gentleman 
who was going to marry her the same day This of 
course struck them very much 
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This very able and ‘well known physician holds a 
very high position in society and has been greatly 
instrumental in spreading our Buva's fame amongst 
his clients and friends He has borne the following 
testimony to his merits — 

Dina Lodge 
Versova i Dec i93 J 

1 have known Mr G J Borkar for nearlj eight months and 
have had opportunities of becoming acquainted with his unique 
proficiency in Indian Astrology and Palmistry He is indeed 
an astrologer of a aery high order and can be thoroughly relied 
upon 

I am personal!) satisfied that his reading of my life and 
that of my family and also those of quite a good number of 
friends has turned out to be surprisingly correct 

He has a large stock of the manuscripts of the great Saint 
and Rlshi Rhragu (known as Bhngu-Sanbita) It Is certainly 
worth while for any one to go to him at bis residence in Dadar 
and get his past present and future read out from the Risbi s 
manuscr pt applicable to his case 

1 am sure he will find it wondcrfull) correct in ever) wsy 
and particular 

I wish all success to Mr Borkar for he Is a man of rehg 0«s 
consciousness almost to the point of renunciation 

Dara M Dastur. 

Mu Byramji Kavasji Jungalwala, proprietor of 
the well known Godrej Coy, called on 12 th 
May 1932 to hear nhat was said about him m 
the Simhita Bun read to him all the things 
that were recorded in the work Mr, Jungalvrda 
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was quite satisfied and praised the Rishf who could 
racord the forecasts of millions of persons to be 
bom m future. 

Hr. Knshnarao Narayan Malpehar b. a . called 
to get his reading from the Samhita. He was 
satisfied to hear among many details of his life 
particularly the date of the death of his wife and the 
details about his children. 

Mrs. Navajbai, wife of Mr. Navarojt Manekji 
Dumasia, called on 21st June 1932 to hear what 
was said about her. She was mightily pleased to 
hear the forecast of her life given by the great Rishi 
thousands of } ears ago. 

Dr. Mrs Sundarabai (Dr. Jamnabai Dhurandar) 
Motiram Desat M. B. b s. ( Bombay ), m. R C. P , L. 
M. & d. T. M. ( London ) called upon Buva on 10th 
July 1932 and w as satisfied w ith the reading of the 
mSahita w hich Buva gav e her. She was particularly 
struck to hear that while she would be m England for 
her study, she would meet her would-be-husband there. 

Mr. N. T. Jungalwala, presidency Magistrate, 
Borabaj, called upon Buva with his wife Mrs. 
Dhanbai to hear what was said about them in the 
Samhita Mrs Dhanbai was satisfied to hear many 
details of her life. She was particularly surprised 
to find m it the fact of her having got an injury 
in her young >eais- The Magistrate Salieb also 
had his reading with which he was quite 
satisfied. 
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Mr Jaysukhlat Knshnahl Mehta M. a Secretary 
of the Indian Merchants Chamber, came to Buva 
to hear what Avas recorded about him in the 
Samhita Buva read to him his past, present and 
future as forecasted in it He was particularly 
struck to hear that between his age of 8 and 12 
his father was in great difficulty and to avert 
it he got an Anushthan of Maha Mntyunjaya 
performed 

Mr M Ardeshir Kharsetji Wadia called on 13th 
August 193* to get his reading from the Samhita. 
On hearing what was written m it, he was convinced 
that Astrolog) w as a reliable science 

Mr H P Mody m a ll u Advocate, President 
of the Mill Owners Association, came to Buva on 
the 21st August 1932 to hear what was written 
about lum in the Samhita He was quite suipnsed 
to hear the forecast of his multifarious activities 
Mrs Zilubai, wife of Barrister Jebangir Vakil, 
came to Buva again to get from the Samhita the 
reading of her son While Buva was reading what 
was said about him she was so \ery delighted 
that she said that Buvas head looked like that 
of Dattatraja and she blessed the great Rishi 
and Buva 

Mr Ramchandra Sakharam Kamik, Superintendent 
0 Botnb ay Police, got his present high post on 
the very day which Buva had predicted This has 
greatly enhanced his faith in the Samhita. 
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Mr. Hirjibhai Hormasp Wad: a, Bar-at-Law, 
Receiver of the Bombay High Court, was brought 
to Buva by Dr. Dara to ha\ e his reading from the 
Samhita. He was greatly delighted to hear m it the 
forecast of his past, present and future. 

Mr, Erach Aideshir Nadirshah b a., b e , b sc. 
( Edm. ) M. I. LF., IS L ( London ) A. M J C E. 
called with his wife Awabai to hear what was 
recorded about them m the Samhita They were 
quite satisfied with hearing what was said 
about them and thanked Bhngu Rishi and Buva 
for it. 

Mr. Palanji Edalji Plumber, a well-known building 
contractor, called upon Buva to get a reading 
from the Blirigu Samhita He was pleased to hear 
w bat was said about him Particularly the mention 
of his son s death and change in his business created 
confidence m his mind about the Samluta 

Mr Firoz jamshedji Mullaferoze, who was once 
a very high officer in the Municipal Water Works 
Department came to Buva for a reading from the 
Samhita. The mention of the time of his marriage 
and prosperity in his business convinced him of the 
reliability of the Samhita and Astrology in winch he 
had formerly no faith. 

Dr. Vaipwandas Chumlal Shroffi.R c.p, m r. 
C S. (London) came to Buva to hear what was 
said about him in the Samhita. He was greatly 
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delighted to hear recorded in it that ho would h*we 
to go to London twice m order to complete his 
course so that he might secure complete success m 
his profession 

Mr Jitendra Sambhuprasad Mehta B ll. B » 
Solicitor had a reading from the Samhita He was 
greatly pleased to listen to wliat was said of him in 
the v, ork and he brought to Buva Mr Surya Shankar 
Mehta Bar at Law who is the Dewan of the Maha 
raja of Kutcha He was greatly satisfied to hear 
what was recorded about him in the Samhita 
The Maharam of Sirohi State came to know about 
our Buva and about the Bhrigu Samhita and sent 
for him He went to her bungalow with her private 
Secretary The Maharam was mightily pleased to 
hear what was recorded about her in the Samhita 

Dr Dan M Dastur L M & S had another con 
\inc ng proof of the reliability of the Samhita in the 
following manner It was settled that his daughter 
Awabai was to be married to Mr Barjorji nephew of 
Mr H P Mod} on the 7th of May 1932 All arrange 
ments were made and even invitations were sent 
round But four daj s before the date of the marriag e 
they had to cancel the union owing to some diffi 
culties After this both the parties called upon Buva 
to consult over this matter Buva read to them from 
the Samhita m which it was stated that they would 
come to read the Sami ita on the day on which the 
marriage was fixed , and that it w ould take place on 
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the 12th of December 1932. The parties were simply 
surprised to hear this. Dr. Dara was not quite sure 
that the match would again come off. But the 
wonder was that this marriage did take place exactly 
on the day predicted by the Samhita. This incident 
has, of course, greatly increased the fame of the 
Bhrigu Samhita and its interpreter amongst the 
Parsee community. 

Mr. P. D. Mahalaxmivala j. p., well-known 
Secretary of the Bombay Electric Supply & Tram- 
way Co. Ltd., was introduced to Buva by the consort 
of Mr. S. N. Pochhhanawala, Managing Director of 
the Central Bank of India. He was quite surprised, 
to hear the details of his life correctly predicted m 
the Samhita. 

We will now content ourselves with giving here a. 
few fnends’ letters in which they have acknowledged 
the merits of the Bhrigu Samhita and its able 
interpreter. 

One letter is from Mr. N. S. Master who was 
an Excise Inspector and who came in contact with 
Bu\ a in his youth and has continued to be his great 
admirer. It runs thus: 

“Mv dear Borkar Maharaj, Considering the nature of your 
invatuable ad\ ice during the \icissitudes of my life, I think 
it my bounden duty to write a few words of gratitude to 
you, reminding you of some out of the many incidents, 
when you had helped me considerably by your sound 
adi ice. 


G 
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1 first came to know you m 1918 Since then litl 
1 have been consulting you about every affair of my 
well as that of every member of my family 

I have been getting life readings from you and 
have given me entire satisfaction every time I r 
to them c 

Many a time you have been kind enough to ■8"^ 
advice and instruction from that most valuable 
"BHRIGU SAMIITA From it you forecasted 
trouble of my wife long before it actually occu ^ . {0 
forecast coupled with your personal advice con - 

save the vision of my wife who had run the risk of be^nj 
totally blind Long before you came to p°»« ‘ f 

Sanhita you had prognosticated many coming c 
life When you came to possess it I requested yo 
up for them in that valuable collection All thos ^ 

completely tallied with those predicted by )°« an(i 

really much surprised and I could not help t t y 0 

cxcla ming that you must be the author of that 1 
BHRIGU S \NHITA 

The date of my daughter s marriage giv en by you > n _ 

3ife read ng proved correct to the dav and also the time O 
retiring from the Government service 

When I retired you told me that I would get a 
service two years thereafter I must say that you h ^ 
.only given the correct time but even the nature and place 
service as predicted by you proved true 

Since then I have received many a sound advice 
you And you have forewarned me against many impen 
'Calamities 

1 have brought over many friends of mine to .you ^ url ^" 
their difficulties, which you were able to solve admirably a 
.you have always given them entire satisfaction 



BHRiaU BAHHITA. 


83 , 


There is no ■wonder that you have gained high reputation 
5n your profession as an astrologer, for, your abilities and 
acumen are very great indeed It would not be an exaggeration 
to say that by now jou have reached the highest rung of the 
ladder in the science of Astrology. 

I wish that there will be a very great increase in the number 
of those who come to consult you May there be an addition, 
to the success you have already achieved 

Another letter which is worth giving here is from 
Brna’s close friend Mr. Marcus Joseph D'Souza. 

“My dear Borkar Maharaj, 

It is with a deep feeling of reverence and gratitude that T 
venture to address jou these few lines of reverence because. 
e\ cry counsel given by jou has a religious touch about 
it, and of gratitude because of the many difficult dangers 
1 have resisted with the help of your sound and practical 
advice 

It is two years since I first came to know you, and within 
that short period I have v isitcd you any number of times, askmg 
you for your advice ( which you were ever ready to giv e ) as to 
the best course I should follow 

The annual readings for the past two years, w hich you were 
kind enough to give me, have to my utter surprise proved 
correct in c\ cry detail It is no wonder then that all those 
icquainted with you have nothing but good praise about you 
md jour science 

Your tart, prudence and genial wajs together with jou^ 
marvellous and astounding predictions of the past, present and 
uture, have won for you the esteem and admiration of all those 
that have come in contact with you. 

Having received such sound and practical advico through 
jour ‘BHR1GU SANHITA Z have no hesitation in saying 
that you have mastered the science of Astrologj- 
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You ba>c already achiexcdn Tory high position in J* 
yon 1 TO long In cn,oy the fruits of jour utenoow 1*™” 
to guide all those that come to you for help 

Another letter is from the Presidenc} M ”S lst ” _ B 
Mr Indrotdm Mehta, D A. ll B Bar-at-ha - 
It is as follows 

I hav e been know mg Mr Govind Janardan 
or 3 3 cars I have been greatl> impressed by P ^ recC 
in the science of Astrology He has found o frorn 

hunddltt of myself and members of my _ / correct 
BHRIGU SAN HIT A H s own powers m casting ^ 
horoscope and forecasting future events from 
marv cllous 

Mr J K Mehta u a , Secretary of the In ian 
Merchants chamber, wntes as follows 

I saw Mr G J Borkar the well known astrologer » ft w 

days back when he gave me a read ng based on tb * 
Samhita of the me dents of my life I was much 
the read ng which gave all the details of my P 3S c 

surpns ng exactness The Bhngu Samhita claims 
been written some 4000 3 ears back by Bhngu Rishi an 
vraj in wh ch life s me dents are described m it s QW made 
progress which the sc ence of Astrology must have 
at that time 

Mr Vinayah A J Kirtihar records his impressions 
about the Samhita and Buva as under 


The Bhngu Sanhita possessed by Mr Govind Janarda 
Borkar Astrologer and Palmist is a happy surprise to me 
I was always wondering why in spite of my unfl aching { 
in and devotion to my Guru and God my nearest and de 
relations who stood by me in my hour of need and for " 
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I always s ncerely pray ed turned against me and misunderstood 
me and my prajers But my extensive life reading from the 
sacred Bhrigu Sanhita by Air Borkar gives me a miraculous 
rev elation of the past and the present year by year and has 
proved the best and the most amazing guide I ever had for 
my future 

I strongly recommend from my personal experience that 
those who are in need of sure solution for their unexpected 
calamities and inconceivable complications in their life maj do 
well in their own interest to consult the most wonderful 
4 Bhngu Sanhita and Mr Borkar who is invariably most 
congenial in his reception 

Miss T ren > Adeshar Divurr, who consulted Buva 
and got her reading from the Samluta writes as 
follows — 

I had gone to Mr Gov ind Janardan Borkar with a lady 
friend of mine who strongly advised me to consult him on the 
8th July 193s to get the reading of my life from the Bhrigu 
S3mhita I was struck with wonder at the correct account of 
my life given therein and since then I have come to entertain 
n very h gh opinion about Mr Borkar I strongly believe that 
he possesses spiritual powers in no ordinary degree I there 
fore recommend him to any one who wishes to know hu 
past present and future as an astrologer and palm St of a very 
high order 

Frew A Dawrr. 

Mr S J Pandy a b a , Manager of the Scindta 
Steam Navigation Company Ltd , who consulted 
Buva, bears the following testimony to his abilities — 

4 An experienced friend of mine who was greatly impressed 
by Mr Borkar s abilities to predict events strongly advised me 
to have my life reading from him As a pastime I met Mr 
Borkar, but when he read my hfc and character as depicted in 



GOVIND tfANXliDAN BORKAB. 


8G 

the Bhngu 5«4« h “ 

t.u> struck u.th hit insight und poucrs oft”* 1 ®" &m 
could he gnc a scry interesting reading of iny ^ „g 
ctcnsties but he described past cents of in ns for 

accurac} This toads one to assume that the p 
the future wilt h® •» accurate 

Mr Borhar is particular!) willing to place Ins J^'have 
and experience at the disposal of those «I» * hoVl » 

correct interpretation of thur life I belies b t 

meet him will he impressed with his knowledge 
1 wish him all success in Ins useful mission 

S J Pv-SMA 

Lastly wo take great delight in gm"S I 
but xery \iluable testimony from Mr P- U 
luxmnala — 

Mottvala Mammon 
GoirmiA Tam. Eoso BosinAt 
3 1 st January *933 
I have great pleasure in test fjing that I base found 
Govind Janardhan BorVar a proficient astrologer I" 
xestigations re astrology and allied subjects I ha\e not 
across any who can hardly equal lnm in the science of astro ^ 
His reading of my life was very accurate as regards mj P* ^ 
from w hich 1 can gather that the future that he has pre > 
for me is on the same line 

T D MaiialUsmtvala 





BUVA’S father had good knowledge of native 
medicine, and patients even from 
distant places came to lnm for 
treatment. Thus, he had earned a 


reputation for being acquainted with effective 
medicines Buva’s mothers father also had similar 


reputation and many sufferers gratefully remembered 
him. Buva saw and heard this even from his 


childhood and as he was so humane and kindly 
disposed by nature he was much impressed with the 
necessity of being of me to suffering humanity, 
bj the e\ercise of this art of healing His ruling 
ambition from boyhood was to be useful to people. 
He, therefore, \ cry carefully observed and remembered 
what herbs and pow ders his father used on different 
ailments He was not, however, content with this 


smattering of the medical treatment As he grew* 
in years and became free from his chief studies, he 
secured a few* manuscripts and printed books on 
native medicine written in Marathi, and studied 
the art of diagnosis and therapeutics He e\en 
learnt by heart numerous recipes of medicines for 
which the Indian medical works are know n. These 
lists of medicines prescribed for different diseases 
arc not at all fantastic. They ha\c been tried 
again and again and their efficacy lias been. 
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established They need only intelligent and shrewd 
persons who can u s o them properly. 

Bun Ins had amplo scope to try his knowledge 
of medicine on many persons who came to 
consult him as an astrologer. In ca'e they tol 
Inm about their physical ills, lie also treater 
them medically with much succors Tins spread 
lus reputation as a clever medical man al'O 
"When lie shifted to Agarbazar, he could set apart 
a room for patients and keep a stock of such 
powders, pills and decoctions as were generally 
needed Hus was a consulting room for patients 
who were asked to wait there Etna has also 
the modem apparatus and appliances with which 
English medical men equip their dispensaries 

Now pursuant to the course we ha\ e follow ed, 
we shall quote here a few instances m w hicli Buvas 
medical treatment proved effective 

There was a Rajput neighbour of his whose wife 
was ailing for a long time He had already spent 
much and tried different physicians w itliout 
success At last he asked our young Buva w hetber 
he would treat heT He readily consented and 
gave her some medicine for only seven days > n 
which period the woman got well Buva had 
imposed one condition on the Rajput It was that 
in case his wife got round he should perform 
-Ihe puja of Satyanarayan, a usual thanks giving 
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ceremony among Hindus. The Rajput very 
willingly fulfilled this conition and performed the 
ceremony under Buva’s directions. Buva acted as 
a priest in this ceremony, got the couple to 
worship" the symbol of Satyanarayan under his 
directions .and read the polhi ( a book containing 
several instances in which Satyanarayan's worship 
had proved effective ) to the persons who gathered 
round them out of curiosity to know how the young 
priest acquitted himself. 

This incident was enough to spread Buva’s name 
as a good physician also, and many poor ailing 
people came to him for treatment. He treated 
them with great care and sympathy and charged 
them very moderately, and in some deserving cases 
he treated the poor patients free of charge. 

Mr. Narayan Balaji Gawand was suffering from 
fistula for a long time. He had tried many 
medicines and spent a good deal. He was quite 
despondent and thought that his ailment would 
take him to the grave. Buva saw his pitiable 
plight and told him not to despair and administered 
some remedy to him for nearly two months, when 
he was pronounced to be quite free from the 
ailment; and he afterwards enjoyed sound health. 

Mr. Bakashasan was down for many days with 
some seminal disease. He had tried several doctors 
and spent a lot of money. But he was none the 
better for it. On the contrary he was growing 
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worse He heard that our young physician was 
very w ell up in the art of curing and came to him 
for treatment Buva gave him some medicine for 
a fortnight, and freed him from the veiy exhausting 
disease, and within one month the patient recouped 
Ins health to such an extent that those who had 
seen him before were surprised to see such a 
miraculous change in him 

Mr Janardan Han Surve s mother Mrs Knshnabai 
was ill for a long time She w as quite stncl en down 
to bed Her dutiful son spent a large sum of mone) 
in securing the best medical help But her once 
broken health could not be restored The lath 
was quite in despair and onlj waited for death 
to relieve her Her son requested Bma to treat 
her Bma gave her some medicine which had a 
miraculous effect Mrs Knshnabai was cured and 
perfect!) freed from her chronic malad) 

Mr Shankar Vithoba Morkar who was on close 
terms with Buva and almost worshipped him on 
account of Ins sterling qualities, once became ver) 
ill and was confined to bed ^e\ eral phvsicians 
treated him without success He was graduall) 
sinking He then remembered that Bu%a was 
well up in the art of healing and asked his people 
again and again to bring Buva and show him his 
condition At last the) called Bun who examined 
him and administered to him some drug wind 1 
proved so wonderfully effective that he was freed 
from Ins ailment w lthm tw o daj s 1 
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Mr. Marcus Joseph D'Sousa Ins been on aery 
close terms with Bu\a A year before last he was 
suffering from some wasting ailment He tried 
sc\ oral physicians without success and lnd almost 
lost hope of recovery Buva, howeaer, told him to 
tale coungo and try his remedy which soon freed 
him from the intractable illness and he got Tound 
in a few day: This redoubled his faith in Buva 
He consulted him almost on e\ cry occas on 
Mr D Souza was about to build a new house at 
GoUnlo Road, Dadar, and asked Bu\ a to gne him 
an auspicious day to begin the construction work 
Bu\a named the day which was to come three 
months after. Mr. D Sou/a faithfully waited till 
it came and began the work on performing some 
eexemom dictated by Buva This ceremony was 
of course according to the Hindu religion But 
he did not hesitate to perform it though he was 
a Christian 
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We will now mention here one more instance 
in which Buva wonderfully succeeded in curing a 
patient 

A lady named Tarabai who lived at Dandawas 
for a long time suffering from cough and fe\ er and 
she had spent a lot of money in getting treatment 
from several physicians She lost all hope of 
recover} and was gradually sinking. In this 
desperate condition somebody mentioned to her 
Buva s name She sent to Buv a one of her relatives 
and informed him about her ailment. Buva 
undertook to treat her and succeeded in cunng her 
within 27 days Her relatives, who had seen her 
before, were surprised to see her almost miraculously 
cured, and they spread in tlieir neighbourhood 
Buva's fame as a great physician, which brought 
him many patients 

The above instances are, we think, quite sufficient 
to show what mastery Buva had achieved over the 
art of medicine They will show that had he 
turned a physician, his fame would have spread far 
and wide, and his income would have been suffi* 
ciently large. While at Agarbazar Ins experience 
was that it was impossible for him to cany on 
both the astrological and medical professions 
simultaneously without causing inconvenience both 
to his sick patients and his astrological clients. 
With Ins kind disposition, he could not bear to see 
his patients waiting for a long time; and while he 
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attended upon his patients, his astrological clients 
had particulerly to -wait for time without end This 
would tire their patience, and as they generally 
belonged to a higher status, Buva ran the risk of 
incurring their displeasure, which was bound to 
have an unfavourable effect upon his practice as 
an astrologer He would not, however, neglect 
the poor patients who resorted to him He tned 
strenuously to do the double duty Moreover he 
had to prepare powders, pills and decoctions in 
his leisure time to meet the demands of his patients 
and to prepare horoscopes and readings of his 
astrological clients This kept him busy till late 
at night So he could snatch very few hours for 
rest This burning of the candle at both ends was 
sure to tell upon his delicate health Thus there 
was before him the question whether he should 
give up one of the professions in favour of the other 
He was instinctively drawn to the profession of 
Astrology for which he had prepared himself so 
very strenuously and enthusiastically and m which 
he had already earned so much reputation, and 
which was bound to raise him in the estimation 
of people of high rank in society and at the same 
time add to his emoluments Hence it was 
absolutely impossible for him to give up this 
profession. While as regards the medical profession, 
he had not prepared lumself for it as his main- 
stay His ruling passion to be of service to others 
impelled him to get a smattering from a few 
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published and unpublished works on medicine and 
lie used his knowledge m this subject only as an 
amateur. He never professed himself as an expert 
in it While at Agarbazar, he saw that he would 
be of much use to the ailing poor as a plij sician and 
continued the practice, though it proved inconvenient 
to his main profession. 

When he shifted to the Padhj e building, Dadar, 
he did not keep a separate room as a dispensary ; 
and naturally the number of those w ho called upon 
him for treatment gradually dwindled down But 
those, who have known him as a very successful 
phj sician, do call upon him for treatment, and he 
never grudges them whatever help he can render 
them But now he has ceased to profess himself as a 
medical practitioner. 


VIII. AS AN ADEPT IN CHARMS AND 
AMULETS. 


j^OUR ancient Aryas believed in the miracu- 
ispn**?* lous power of words and combination 
of words repeated in some particular 
1 11 manner and with certain ceremony. In 


the sacrificial stage of our Vedic religion this idea 
had developed in a wonderful degree; and certain 
combinations of words which came to be called 


mantras were used to invoke deities whose propitia- 
tion was desired. These mantras were believed 
to have the desired effect and religiously disposed 


orthodox people do honestly believe that these 
mantras have the magical power they are reported 
to possess. Our Buva, who is to all intents 
and purposes very orthodox in this connection, 
was naturally attracted to the efficacy of these 


mantras. 


His faith in the magical power of these mantras 
was strengthened by an incident which is worth 
mentioning here. He was once down with fever. 
In this condition a friend of his came to see him. 
He happened to be a disciple of Shri Padmanhbha 
Swami. He approached Buva's bed and repeated 
seven times the mantra, which the Swami had taught 
him, and applied ashes to Buva’s forehead. It had 
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a miraculous effect upon Buva His fe\ er disappeared 
and be recot ered immediatel} He of course had 
learnt that mantn as it is git en to those who turn 
out disciples of Padmanablia Sw ami s cult, and he 
had become his disciple long ago 
But a was very much impressed with the magical 
power of that mantra and began to use it in different 
cases w ith desired effect He then thought it w orth 
his w lnle to master the magical art, and with this 
object he studied some literature and learnt numerous 
mantras by heart Thus equipped he has been using 
them and meeting the needs of those who hare faith 
in this art 

Now we will be content to gi\ e only a few in- 
stances in which Buva has used this art with success 

Some Kolis in Bombay were involved in litigation 
The low er court having desided against them the} 
filed an appeal in the High Court They were not 
sure of their success and they came to But a and 
requested him to use his mantras in order to secure 
them success m the appeal Buva repeated lor 
se\eral da}s some mantras in their favour The 
hoi is were successful in their appeal and thanked 
Buva for this 

A* >oung unmarried girl ‘was brought to Buva 
She belonged to a poor famil} and had no prospect 
of being mamed Buva seated her before Ins shnne 
of Da.Ua and got her to perform the puja He then 



AS AN ADEPT IN CHARMS AND AMULETS, 97 


repented some mnntras, gave her a charmed thing 
and tied a charmed thread round her arm. Shortly 
after this she was married to a well-to-do young man. 

Mr, Raghunath Gopal Wilanhar was once very ill 
and was quite ridden to bed, and his brother and 
other relatives had given up all hope of Ins recovery. 
Inthis despair his brother came to Buva and requested 
of him to use his magical power upon him. Buva 
charmed something and gave it to him telling him to 
put it under the sick man’s bed. In a few days 
after this the sick man got round. 

Mr. Anandrao Narayan Surve, b. a , ll. b. Advo- 
cate, J. P., M. L. C. was once very ill and his ailment 
proved almost intractable. His mother in despair 
went to Buva and asked him to use his mantras on 
him. Buva did so and Mr. Surve soon recovered. 
From this time his mother began to have much faith 
in Buva’s powers. 

Mr. Byramji Hormasji who was ailing for a long 
time had tried all physicians and spent a lot of 
money. But he was not at all improving and was 
lj mg in his bed in a very precarious condition. His 
wife m despair sent for Buva who charmed a thing 
and placed it under the sick bed. In a few days 
Mr. Byramji got round and was quite free from his 
ailment 

Mr. Cowasji P. Sarhari who was unemployed for 
a long time called upon Buva and requested him to 
do something to get him an emploj ment, Buva 
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charmed something and gave it to him. After this 
the gentleman was able to secure a good employ- 
ment and in gratitude he presented to Buva a gold 
•watch. 

Mr Mukundrao Drat, b a , ll n , who was, the 
Secretary of the Zenith Insurance Co , came to Buva 
and requested him to do something that would 
secure him promotion. It was overdue, but lus 
superiors would not grant it to him for a long time. 
Brna administered some mantra m his favour and 
within a month he recened good promotion 

Mr Gopalrao Balaji Gawade was ailing for a long 
time He tried several good phy sicnns and spent 
a lot, but his malady was obstinate Buva gave him 
an amulet charmed with mantras It was tied to 
his arm, and he soon recovered from his illness 

Mr Shall h Ah Shaikh Husain Hamadulla, who 
has been Buva’s great admirer, bears testimony to 
his magical powers in a letter which lie has recently 
addressed to Buva It is in Marathi and has been 
given in extenso m our Maratlu biography We 
will give here the purport of only the pertinent part 
•of it His daughter was \ eiy ill at Dapoli He 
grew very anxious about her health and wrote letters 
inquiring after her health , and when no replies were 
received he even wired , but be had no reply So 
he ran to Buva in a most distracted state of mind 
at 8 p m on 1 8th December 1931 and asked him 
to ascertain by his occult power what the condition 
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of his daugl ter was Buva told him that she was 
in a very precarious condition But he told him to 
take- courage and eat some medicine which he had 
charmed Mr Hamadulla said "Why ! my daughter 
has been ailing many miles away from this place 
and how can any medicine swallowed bj me here 
have any effect upon her there ? ' Buva told him to 
do as he required Mr Hamadulla, who had impli- 
cit faith in Buva, did swallow the medicine without 
raising any more objection The wonder was that 
he soon received a letter informing him that there 
was a decided turn for the better in his daughter’s 
health since the night of the 18th December, which 
was the time when he had swallow ed the medicine 
given to him by Buva 

Mr. Kesbav Laxman Guhagarhar came to Buva 
and got his new bom son s horoscope prepared. 
Buva predicted that the son’s father would get a 
large sum of money in a lottery When the child 
was very ill Mr Guhagarhar ran to Buva and re- 
quested him to do something to save the child. 
He repeated some mantra for a short time and the 
child got well immediately 

A gardener used to live in a hut near a bungalow 
situated near theG I P. Railway Dadar station 
His wife used to work in a mill As she was rather 
handsome, a weaver had an evil eye upon her, and 
the poor w Oman yielded to his seductive charms 
and the man eloped with her The mah missed her 
and searched her without success. In his distress he 
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came to Buva who putting himself into a trance, 
concentrated his mind and visualized her whereabouts 
and advised him to enter upon a magical operation 
which was to last for 42 days. The poor mail, who 
had come to have implicit faith in Buva, agreed to 
the proposal and collected materials for this magical 
operation of 42 days’ duration. This operation 
was to be conducted in an out-of-the-way place; 
and Buva chose the mali's hut for it. The wonder 
was that his wife returned to her husband of her own 
accord on the day the magical operation was over. 

Mr. Harischandra Narayan Kalekhan who resides 
at Work was once down with fever and had a terrible 
attack of pneumonia. His relatives gave up all hope 
of his recovery. His step-mother came to Buva and 
asked him to use his faculty of charms to save him, 
Buva did so and he soon got round. His aunt had a 
similar attack and was saved by Buva with the 
administration of man trie remedies. 

These and many other successes in his Mantric 
\ idya spread Bara’s fame among all the Kolis in 
Bombay and they generally* resort to him to get 
help from him in this connection. In fact, common 
people from all communities resort to him for help 
in the Mantric Vjdya* He, however, is not very keen 
to profess himself as an adept in this faculty of 
charms and mantras. He docs not attach much 
importance to it. He practises it only when "a 
person resorts to him specially for it. He does not; 
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let it come in the •way of his main profession He has 
come to possess knowledge of this art like that of 
the medical art, because he thinks that he ought to 
be useful to common people in every possible manner, 
and his overflowing s> mpathj has led him to attain 
sufficient mastery over the mantric lore like tho 
medical art This versatility shows how very 
intelligent and benevolent he is 




IX AS A SACRIFICIAL PRIEST 


Jj[lN Ins study of Astrology Buva -was im- 
pressed with the necessity of knowing 
P er f orm sacrificial ceremonies 
of all kinds for astrological works 
abound with advice to perform sacrifices to propitiate 
planets to avert their evil influences To resort to 
such means is to invite the help of priests who know- 
how to perform sacrifices 


Now it has been the general opinion amongst the 
Hindus tl at only Brahmans have the right to 
perform these rituals, and that those w ho are not 
Brahmans have no right to do so Buva controv erted 
tl is opinion and asserted that every man should 
h iv e the right to perform these ceremonies 


We know that the followers of Da> anand Saraswati 
never observe this invidious difference and tl e Arja 
-amaj gives training to persons of all castos to 
ofTciate as priests They perform the thread 
ceremony of children belonging to all castes, which 
t ri » n i « ■'•l become Brahmans who can be 

52* to as Tins is of course m 

hC Ortl,od “ regarding the 


'V c donol knomuhetlicr Um r<.r 0 1t ipmst Brahma- 
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m’sim had anything to do with the attitude which 
Buva has taken towards the orthodox view. But the 
teachings of Shn Padmanabha Swami, \\ hose disciple 
he has professed to be from his youth under the 
advice of his father, were quite fa\ ourable to such an 
attitude. The Swami taught that Hindus of all 
castes, who abstained from strong drink and lived as 
perfect vegetarians, had all rights which Brahmans 
monopolised. The temple of Datta which this 
Swami built near Curry Road Bndge in Bombay has 
been placed by him under the entire management of 
non-Brahmans. Even the officiating priests in the 
temple hare been non-Brahmans. All this 
encouraged Buva to acquire the necessary knowledge 
which is expected in a priest who may be called 
upon to perform all kinds of ceremonies, ntuals and 
sacrifices. Thus equipped he was ever ready to help 
his clients in propitiating unfavourable planets etc. 
in pursuance of the advice given in astrological 
and other works. 

Buva of course has full faith in the efficacy of 
invoking deities and other cosmic powers by reciting 
certain mantras and pouring ghee and other articles 
in the sacrificial fire, which is believed to convey these 
articles to the powers so invoked atad thus propetiate 
them. But he with other rational thinkers protests 
against the monopoly of Brahmans in officiating as 
priests in performing all ceremonies of propitiation. 
He asserts that all Hindus should have this right. 
The notion that recital of mantras by Brahmans 
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connection with the observance of the aforesaid vow. 
When the time of performing the last (27th) sacrifice 
approached Buva told his father that he was not 
inclined to perform the last sacrifice. Mr. 
Janardanpant, however, insisted upon him to 
complete the vow by performing the 27th sacrifice 
after which his would be the 28th sacrifice; that is 
to say he was to expire soon after it. Buva did obey 
his father; and shortly after this Janardanpant got 
ill and was on the point of death. Buva had already 
predicted the day and time when he would expire. 
He, however, never swerved from his sacred duty of 
nursing him and trying all remedies for his recovery. 
When Buva saw that all remedies failed and that his 
father was to breathe his last ontheveiyday he 
had predicted, lie proposed to perform a sacrifice to 
avert his death, and sent men to fetch the necessary 
materials. But m the meantime Mr. Janardanpant 
passed away, and the materials which were brought 
in were used on his funeral pyre, thus fulfilling lus 
prediction that his would be the 28th sacrifice. 

There is one more interesting story about this 
officiating of Buva as a sacrificial priest. Two 
Brahmans hearing Buva's fame as an able sacrificial 
priest came to witness one of his sacrifices. They 
wanted till the whole operation was over and extolled 
him for Ins expert knowledge of the ceremony and 
his sound training and aptitude for the ritual. They 
were so very impressed with the whole ceremony 
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that thej expressed their willingness to partake of 
the food served to the persons tv ho lnd gathered 
there But a said that he was a ICshatri} a Bhandari 
and isl ed how the} as Brahmans would dine with 
him The Brahmins said that he t\ is superior to 
any Brahman ind that they ttould consider »t a 
greit privilege to dine with him, and the} did dine 
with the company assembled at the sacrifice 

Bums proficienc} in officiating as a sacrificial 
priest w is praised b} all who had witnessed m> of 
the sacrifices which he performed on his own 
account andhisfimein this connection spread far 
and \t ide through the local papers On hearing this 
Mr Bhagojirao Keer a renowned and well to-do 
contractor, called upon Buva and pratsed him for the 
attainment of this efficienc} He discussed with 
Bma as to the efilcic} of performing sacrifices and 
having been quite satisfied he requested him to 
como to Ins Bhageslmar Bhuvan at Malum and to 
perform a sacrifice Bma readily complied with his 
request and performed a sacrifice at Ins place Mr 
Bhagojirao muted numerous fnends of lus to witness 
tho ceremony, and spent a lot of money in feasting 
the mvitcd guests and made Buva a gift of Rs 100 
as an lionoramim 

T) Mgh ho had ccaaed after lus fathers death to 
per onn an) sacrifices on his own account he has 

cn performing the annual SI ravnni ceremony 
vi •out fail, and when any of his clients show thnr 
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willingness to perform an} propitiatory sacrificial 
ceremonj recommended by him on consulting the 
Bhngu Samhita or other astrological works, Buv a is 
ever ready to help him through the prescribed 
operation We will mention here some of the 
instances in this connection 

Mr Gopichand Vithoba Kanguthar sought Buva's 
advice to avert the trj mg illness ofhtsson Buva 
advised him to perform a sacrificial ceremony to 
propitiate the planets whose unfavourable influence 
had been the cause of the chvlds vhntss Mr 
G op until follow ed his adv ice and went throygh the 
ceremony with Buvas help, and his son soon 
got round 
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Buva to perform the prescribed sacrifice and made 
him the gift of a golden image After this sacrifice 
he had a son bom to him the following year. 

Mr Mahadeo Govmd Snrve got Bm a to perform 
a sacrifice to avert the danger in which his grand son 
was on account of a serious illness While watching 
this operation Mr Sune was overcome with emotion 
and began to sob Buva ashed him what made him 
shed tears He replied that he was reminded of his 
son who succumbed to a grave illness when such a 
remedy was at hand After this operation, his 
grand son got round 

Mr Pandurang Kashinath Chawan went in for two 
sacrifices, one in fa\ our of his ailling son and the 
other in favour of his wife who was seriously ill 
Both ot them recovered after the sacrifices were 
performed 
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doctor is well up in Astrology and Phrenology, and 
observing Buva's head he said that he was sure to 
acquire fame and respect from all. 

Mr. Bhai Mukundji Dhuru at first neglected the 
warning which Buva gave him in his annual reading 
to the effect that he should perform a sacrifice if ho 
cared for the safety of his son. His argument was 
that these astrologers resort to such devises to 
frighten people with the sinister motive of screwing 
out money from them. Unhappily it turned out 
that Buva's prediction turned out true and his son 
suddenly got very seriously ill on the very day 
which Buva had predicted and Mr. Bhaisaheb 
immediately ran to Buva and requested him to 
perform a sacrifice in favour of his ailing son. Buva 
did so and his son recovered almost miraculously. 

Mr. Pestonji Edalji Doctor Damanwala came to 
Buva to read what the Bhrigu Samhita had said about 
his nephew who was very seriously ill and would 
not come round, though the best remedies were 
administered to him. Buva read m the Samhita 
that the boy was suffering on account of some sin he 
had committed in his former birth; and that a 
sacrifice should be performed to avert the calamity 
and a golden image of God Vishnu as lying on 
Shesha (a cobra) should be given away in charity. 
The doctor at once got Buva to perform the sacrifice 
and gave in charity the golden image. The wonder 
was that his nephew had a favourable turn in his 
illness and soon recovered. 
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Mr. Dadabhai Kapadia’s daughter Miss Dhanbai 
consulted Buva about the possibility of her marriage. 
He read the Samhita for her and declared that she 
should make an offering of a golden image of God 
Vishnu to ward off the evil effects of her deeds in 
the former birth and then she would get a good 
match The offering was made and the lady soon 
got married. 

Mr. Vasantrao Sahharam Kuwadekar, Police 
Sub Inspector, was advised to make an offering of a 
golden image of Vishnu with the object of getting a 
son. He acted upon his advice and was favoured 
with a male issue. 

Mr. Ardeshar Ferozshah Patel got Buva to perform 
the ceremony of offering a gold image of a cow 
in order to avert the evil influences of his deeds in 
his former birth. 

Mr Khanderao Knshnanath Kirtikar, partner in 
the firm of Dadaji Dhakji & Co. was advised to free 
himself from the evil results of the sins committed 
m the previous birth, by offering a gold image of a 
cow weighing five tolas and a quarter. He agreed 
to do it and the necessary ceremony was performed 
by Buva on iSth Apnl 1932. 

Mr. Mukundrao Dadaji Rane, proprietor of Dadaji 
Dhakji &. Co. was advised to get nd of the evil in 
bis previous birth by offering a gold image of a cow 
and another of a sage, each weighing five tolas and a 
quarter, Buva officiated at the performance of this 
ceremony at Mr. Rane’s and his wife’s hands. 
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Dr. Data's daughter Miss Awabai got Buva to 
perform a similar ceremony on xoth May 1932 in 
order to ward off the evil of her former birth. 

For Mrs. Champubai, wife of Mr. Khanderao 
Gajanan Kothare, Buva performed a ceremony to do 
away with the evil results of her previous birth, 

A similar ceremony was performed in favour of 
Mr. D. M. Joshi on 17th May 1932. 

Mr. Vinayak Atmaram Kirtikar go t Buva to 
perform a similar ceremony on 10th September 1932* 



X. AS A TEACHER. 


* THERE are very few high-minded souls who 
take special delight in imparting to others 
unreservedly whatever knowledge they 
possess without expecting any return from 
them or without any concern as to their being m the 
long run their competitors in the fields in which 
they expect any gain or renown. Buva has been 
one of such high minded souls Some of his clients 
came to have so much regard and Io\e for him 
because of his amiable and obliging nature that they 
considered it a great privilege to be reckoned among 
his close friends A few of these close friends 
aspired to posses some knowledge of Buva's subject 
and took ad\ antage of his goodness and induced him 
to spend some of his time in teaching them, and he 
did not grudge them this favour and although he was 
very bus> all day long in attending upon his ever 
increasing number of clients, he generously agreed 
to teach them his science without the least 
expectation of any return In this connection he 
sedulously acted upon the ancient Rishis principle of 
imparting knowledge to students without proposing 
any terms to them 


A word about his ability as a good teacher will not 
e out of place here. The first essential quality 
hich is expected in a good teacher is sufficient 
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We will not give here the names of all Ins early 
pupils while at Agnbazzar except one, who was Mr. 
Madhamx Janardan Patil. He already knew a 
little of the science and wanted to get more 
know ledge of it He soon became Buxa's close fnend 
and spent all lus leisure w ith him. In course of time 
of course lie acquired sufficient knowledge of the 
subject and now he practises it. He has been 
working as an Inspector in the Public Works 
Department and helps Bu\a by becoming a mouth- 
piece of lus superior w orth. 


Dr Blnlchandra Gangadhar Marathe M.u. b. S. 
and Mr Narayan An ant Inamdar took from Buva 
lessons in Astrologj for about two j ears. The> hat e 
acquired considerable knowledge of the subject and 
are able to practise as astrologers m their leisure 
ours Dr. Marathe is a medical practitioner at 
adar and Mr Inamdar is an officer in the Telegraph 
epartment These gentlemen celebrated Buva’s 
_ f S i an , ex P ert m kis line, and m consquence 
i \ 1,g ! ,ly Seated gentlemen came to him to 
R^N K S a w eC M v ch r , as ' Plinc i P al Panse, Messrs. 

^ Bodas ' P * K Chavan, D. N. 

wadke and others 

brntlip^ Vaidj'a m b b. s. praised Buva to his 
the a ^r *P aTn hane who is working in 

l S T* J" ° mce He Buva a”* 

his desire t ^1 Mhb « ste rhng north, he expressed 
creat zj-n to i earn Balmistr} , which he studied with 
m a dictated to him complete notes on 
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Ihe subject, which this faithful student has arranged 
in a book form. Mr. Tamhane has made his name 
as a great palmist on the Kalyan side where he has 
built a house. 

Mr. R. B. Bhat Asstt. Engineer, v. \v. d. who 
is a very high officer in the Public Works Depart- 
ment, was first introduced to Buva by Dr. Marathe. 
He tested Buva by carrying a hot discussion with 
him. When Buva saw that he was not quite 
satisfied with hia arguments he quietly laid out 
his horoscope and presenting it to him narrated 
some of his past, present and future events. Mr. 
Bhat was quite surprised to find them quite correct 
and was at once impressed with the wonderful 
powers of Buva. He was quite convinced of the 
truth of Astrology and expressed his desire to learn 
it with his help. Buva agreeing, he called upon him 
almost every day and took lessons in Astrology and 
carried on his study in right earnest. As he was 
an exceptionally bright and wonderfully inquisitive 
man, he soon mastered the subject and attained 
special mastery in a very subtle branch of Astrology 
viz: Nawamansha. Mr. Bhat took complete notes on 
it at Buva’s dictation, so that they could be published 
in book form. He took two years to complete his 
study and now he is quite able to practise as an able 
astrologer. 

Dr. D. V. Nadkami M. S., who is a well-known 
surgeon at Dadar, is one of the latest students of 
Buva and though he does not find much time to 
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de\ otc to this study he has got a sufficient grounding 
in the subject and hopes to complete his study in 
course of time. , 

Some of Buva s students of higher rank once met 
at Buva s place and proposed to perpetuate tlicir 
relation by taking a group photo with their teacher 
and the> called together all the students of Buva and 
had a photo, a copy of which we insert here. But 
as we found that Mr Bhat who was one of his chief 
students was not in the group, w e Insisted upon 
having his photo for our Marathi biograph) and lie 
was requested to come o\er to Bombay for that 
purpose His reply to this request is worth giving 
here, as it shows in how much esteem this high 
officer holds Buva. It runs thus — 


Kaxra, SOlh March 1052 

My dear Bm asaheb, 

itudentVf 0 han<1 Itlssok,nd ofjou to remember an humble 
but praises "of AII ( 5° od 'b'fgs sa d about me are nothing 
photographed v th ^ Guru * 1 s,5a H be very glad to be 
bo« 5 ,h v.i 1 ■ ta " b = >» b >, 

work 93 s * *m t eiy busil> engaged in special 

”“ b - b » mud. a terrible shod, on a,, 

of .bo ,;b .otopby 

to give me back my mother. 

"k ours verj sincerely 
R B Dilvt 
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-%|It is now more than fifteen jears since 
pri Suva commenced his practice as an 
tgi? astrologer at the youthful age of 15 
jears and almost from the beginning 
of his career he has been % ery popular, and as we 
have stated in the fore going pages he has hardly 
had any leisure to study and wnte about any 
subjects -with which he has been conversant. Still 
to his credit be it said that he has written much 
for Ins age, which is onlj 30 He has until now 
written four works which are of abiding worth. 
We will mention them here with a brief note to each 
of them 


i Batya Shreshtha Hindu Dharma Panchanga 
Tins is an almanac prepared by bim for the Shaka 
j^ear 1850 ( 1928-29 A. D ) It had not the nature 
of an ordinary native almanac. Besides dates and 
other planetary motions and their conjunctions, it 
included almost all information for which an 
orthodox Hindu usually refers to an astrologer. 
It contained all sorts of legendary and mythological 
information about persons and events which occur m 
nn almanac, and which an ordinary man who claims 
to be a well informed Hindu must needs possess 
.Moreover he has given in it a large number of 
mantras which a mantric uses in Ins profession* 
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and elements of Astrology which enable a man 
of ordinary* culture to turn an astrologist. Btns 
has availed himself of every* occasion to gi' 3 ® 
extracts from the teachings of Shri Padmanabha 
Swami, which has greatly enhanced the worth of 
the treatise. In fact this work of his is almost a 
cyclopaedia on a small scale, and testifies to the 
erudition of our Buva. 


But as the size of this almanac had to be very 
large owing to the great variety of information, 
the price of it had to be fixed so v ery high that 
it proved -very prohibitive, so that it did not 
command much sale. Ordinary people are always 
content with the cheap almanacs which never give 
any information beyond what Is absolutely* needful for 
the daily course of duties. This told very* heavily 
on Buva’s limited resources and he abandoned the 
idea of publishing it year by year. 


Though the limited resources of poeple prevented 
em from patronizing such an invaluable treatise, 
’I™* acknowledged on all hands. The 
press eulogised this performance of his; and scho- 
praised him very much. We will quote hero 
theYJ Dr< Ku rtkot./ is one of 

lettetin M yaS ^° thC , Hindu '* Purport of fits 
JeUer in Marathi is as follows: 

, t ""r ''“'f before ® »n almanac prepared by 
Mr. Gonnd Janardan Borknr alias Sim Gajanai, 
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Swami who has devoted the utmost labour to it 
It is distinguished from other almanacs bj the fact 
that it contains information about religious cere- 
monies and mantra-vidya and it contains useful 
suggestions to the disciples of Shn Padnnnabha 
Swami .. . ..Though it is Mr. Borhar s first 
attempt in this line it is very successful In fact 
this almanac is very useful If he continues to 
publish every 3 ear such an exhaustive work he will 
be very useful to people Trom this attempt of 
Mr Borkar it appears that he has been enjojing 
divine favour and we pray to God that it may 
steadily increase’ 

Out of numerous press notices we w ill quote here 
only one published in the Indian National Herald 
on 23rd Januar) 1928 

\ no\ el kind orHindu almanac has been prepared b/Shnyut 
Govind Janardan Borkar othcrw se known as Gajanan S vam 
The almanac which is designated as Sat} ashreshtha Hindu 
Dharraa Panchanga contains bes des the usual calcndarical and 
Other information which is given in every Hindu almanac a 
number of d scourscs on Hindu religious festivals mjthological 
stones astrological information on various subjects descriptions 
of t tuals and customs peculiar to H ndus and a varietv of other 
interesting information The almanac wh ch is cloth bound 
and large s zed Is profusely illustrated with p ctures of Hindu 
Tclig OUs leaders like Jagadguru Shankaracharya Dr kurtkoti 
and others. The price of the almanac is Rs. 1-4-0 and it ts 
published by Shri Borkar at Nava Jyotisha karyalaya Dadar 

In fact this magnum opus of Bin a placed him in 
line with verj erudite experts in Astrology and 
ktndred subjects 
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Buva has written three other important works 
Much he has not been able to publish. Wo trill 
mention here their names and contents. 


2 * YogaShastra. In this work Buva has advised 
bow to practise Yoga and attain samad/u or trance 
and how to fathom the motive or the object of a 
person who might call for consultation. 


3. Nawamansha — This is a very technical subject 
m Astrology. Buva dictated this subject to Mr. Ram- 
chandra Balknshna Bliat Assistant Kngineer P. tv. D. 
about whom no hate already said enough in the 
preceding part. In dictating this subject Buva did not 
refer to any work. So Mr. Bhat wanted to t erify the 
pnncip es therein laid down and Buta agreeing 
r y co ected a number of horoscopes and applied 
2S3.WV,* ‘ 1 "“ and brought out results 
into the .w C “ u ll < -' asl, y venfy by actually inquiring 

r tmtop : isyr " hom 

muff* uc ‘°ngea. riiis comparison -was 

greatly increS aild Mr ' B '’ at ' S r " ercnce for Bu ' a 


''o* t Tmten 0 by P Buvt Iy Th* an °i’ er ,n, f 0rt “ nt 
another student of histo toa .'’ e £ ot 

was Mr. Govinrlr-t/* V » 1 tor h,m * H,s name 
this Subject with « ,nayak Tam hane vrlio studied 

dxhaSe noteT ^ ■>'<**«> “ «- 

cen ed that they form a t° d ‘!' ey I,avc been «> «»- 

1 ey form a treatise on the subject 
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P * those who have come in contact with 
Bnva must be impressed with "his 
benevolent nature. An exchange of a 
few words with him is sufficient to 
show that he bears good will towards ever)' one 
and is ever ready to help him. In case a really 
*'°.? r f P ers °h resorts to him for advice or medical 
re le , e gives it free, and in more deserving cases 
he is even ready to give pecuniary help. 

” e , ed hardl >' P oi ht to the fact that Buva 
mr™** * J occu pies a very unique position in 
J?, 0 abiU ty °f being useful to ordinary 

Si!: , H,S ™ astery of Astrology and Palmistry 
in need at fa* I J 1,rably to help people who may be 
knowledge ab °* themselves. His 

persons Ln l M . ed, , c . ine enables him to relieve 
vidva enahlf^ il,S ” knowledge of Mantra 

t0 he, P those ^ho fail to find 

heln tw ceremonies enables him to 

ceremonies T S™ in th = of such 

knowledge 1ii. D ™ astenn S these four deparments of 

— ■ ■»« *• bc tot 

helpfui. Especially™ 1,lm n,a i -Snd ver >" 
cspeciall j ' eiy poor people get great relief 
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from him, as he treats them -without exacting from 
them any fees. Such beneficent acts of his are 
bound to be numerous. He never keeps any record 
of them and we are not able to mention here any 
of them. 

•Buva's beneficence is not only limited to his 
professional Jine. He is constantly of use to many 
in other spheres. His influence over very many 
persons in high position enables him to be of great 
service to people who may be in need of some 
favour from such persons. Incidents of this nature 
are also numerous. But we are debarred from quoting 
any of them, as Buva has never cared to keep any 
record of them. 

But theie is a number of beneficent acts of his 
which have been already published to the world 
and we will give here some of them, with a view to 
show how his heart always melts with pity and 
how he takes delight in helping deserving men and 
institutions. 

Buva took pity on the helpless condition of Mr. 
Ganpat Shivram Padval n. sc., b. e. when he found 
tlut he could not proceed to Karachi to complete 
his -course of Engineering for want of monetarj 
help and he helped him to the extent of Rs. ioi- 
When this young man passed his final examination 
in the second class, Buva was so very pleased with 
his brilliant success that he rendered him monetary 
help till he could get a job and even went so far as 
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to help him to the extent of Rs. 1000 in getting him 
married. 


Another young man in whom Buva has been 
taking interest is Mr. Shnnivas Parsharam Majekar 
B. sc. LL. b. who is also a \ery bright student. 
Bnva has presented to him law books worth Rs. ioi, 
a professional robe to wear at courts and a new 
press for his hbrarj. He e\en helped him to the 
extent of Rs. 177 to make up the sum needed fof 
getting his Sanad. 


He has giren a donation of Rs. ioi to the public 
Reaing Room at Dadar and helped Rao Bahadur 
b. K. Bole j. p. m. L. c. to the ettcnt of Rs. roi 
o enable him to start a press of his own to publish 
his paper ■Nmmyugj. He has also contributed 
S' 0 ' . ta thc f " nd raised for building a samadhi at 
Mghar memory of Shn Padmanabia Swam.. 

th^Kittp 0 !^ 0 ^ 118 tIe3r fatbe 'l'uga'e Rs. 116 to 
the Alk 3“"“'dhal. Sablia, Rs 5 to 

P a P=r. Rs- .0 to the < Bhmdar 1 
V J aya , and Rs. „ to an orphanage at poona. 

Mithm e thm7 ° f h .u St ° P m ° ther Passed away 
R 5 to le T aftW ,11S ***‘ ^ath he ga™ 

B^^Xf^ RS ' 5,0th ' K,tt ° 

named vista Gooal°-!? ° &ra ° us astrologer 
with the OW p . I ' awathe - He came to Bura 
J « of getting Some contribution towards 



»3v* VUhna Oopii Kewatho the well known Astrologer 
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^lie fund which he was collecting for the purpose of 
building an observatory to facilitate the training of 
students of Astrology. Buva contributed Rs. 51 to 
this fund and got some of his friends to do the same. 
He even arranged for three or four lectures of Mr. 
NaWathe at Dadar, 

We should like to mention here the fact that 
when this astrologer first saw our Buva he could 
not believe that such a young non-Brahman could 
possess any knowledge of Astrology. He, therefore, 
called again to test him. He required Burn to see 
his face and hand and lay out his horoscope, for 
which he was famous. Buva took up the challenge 
and m a few minutes did as he required. The old 
astrologer was greatly surprised to find this. He 
then had a look at Buva's horoscope and predicted 
that the young man had a very bright future before 
him and that men of very high position would come 
to pay him due respect. In short this Brahman 
astrologer was so much impressed with the sterling 
worth of Buva that he came to hold him in very 
high esteem and expressed his desire to perpetuate 
their friendship and sense of equality by having a 
photo of both sitting side by side. As predicted by 
Buva this astrologer died soon afterwards and hi? 
scheme remained unaccomplished. 
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art. Prof. Shivram Ramji More is one of such men* 
Buva has been his friend and used his influence to 
secure for him a permit to use a real sword in fencing. 
He went so far as to hold a gathering in honout 
of him and presented him with a medal in apprecia- 
tion of his admirable skill in swordsmanship. 


The inhabitants of Chinchkhari, a small village 
near Ratnagiri, were without a place of worship. 
Whenever they had to perform any religious cere- 
mony they had to resort to a temple at Someshwar, 
another village near Ratnagiri. This caused great 
inconvenience to the poor inhabitants of the village. 
They complained to Buva about this and he promised 
to build for them a temple of Datta, and even 
laid the foundation stone of it with his own hand in 
I93X in the presence of the numerous inhabitants 
of the suburbs of Ratnagiri and a number of friends 
A d tak . en . thcre at llis expense, 

r. necessary religious ceremony on this occasion 
Bma himself ofliciatcd as a priest. 

ma ^ e an advance to a sculptor to 
mX w 7 3rb l e image of Dalta - He has also 
“> a Goldsmith to prepare a 
a few °»i a [, ta ’ anc * if is hoped that within 

co»p, Z **** » 




of hl3 Datta temple at Chlnchkhart 




A photo of the marble Image of Dattatraya epedally prepared 
tor Betting up In the Kandir which la being erected by Suva to 
the benefit of the Inhabitants of Cbinobkharl near Batnagtrl. 
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Board for a grant ofRs i : o to repair this school- 
building The Board agreed to pay the sum on 
condition that the -villagers ga\e up to the Board 
Hie piece ofland on which the building stands 
They consented to do «o In the meantime Mr 
Kclhar, the head master of the school, informed 
uva a ut this aff-ur Buva told him to cancel 
e agreement with the Local Board and promised 
“ PJ hC , neccssary amount - Mr Kelkar did so 
. t J' a ^ acc ^ 50 in his hands and promised 
...J * tho Tcmai nmg sum as soon as the repair work 
to ^ lien B u v a went personallj 

rronosed ' 1n , t0 . la> t!ie fl:mid:ltl0n stone of the 
tc ™ I ’! e ' hc «" the state of the school- 
buddmg and decided to erect a new one rather 

nol T" 1!" 0,d «« H. promised to do this 

">c Proposed I'cmple C0 ” ra ' nCC ' h ° bu,Id,nf: ° f 




XIII MARRIAGE. 

. In Orthodox Hindu Society us a general rule 
f parents consider it their dutj to look 
j after the matnmomal affairs of their 
( children, who in their turn do not think 

t ut they are independent to form such connections 
ej have to obtain the permission and co-operation 
of their parents in such matters The orthodox 
i ea is that rigiditj of caste and social status hav* to 
be maintained at any cost The prospects of a great 
gam or happiness resulting from a lovc-marnago are 
not reckoned with , n this connection In these 
matrimonial affairs girls in the orthodot families 

about J 5 T " dCnt Upon thm eIdcrs - " h0 
totemer iu'," 8 r °' Su ,' t!,b,e >«.ng men, a ho dare 
elders. "edloch without the consent of their 

nere” thowht t>rbt™i° n orthodo '' famil > !lnd h ’ s 
recognized ^lcs^ Th ” S “V 5 fr0m lts S cncn11 ' 
career f rn , 038 wl, ° hid witched his 

esteem and sine ^ ^' 3 cblld h°od held him in high 
son in Ian Am^ 3 desired to secure him for their 

''appLS; ob tT S ,t <,U,0rS thcro «» " b ° 

respected b, all ilt, ,, ? a aJ ‘ Kccr He "’ s 

J all the disciples of Shn radmambh 
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and inveighed a*,v protested against it 
this strong onnnctf ' Jr ^ eer * Notwithstanding 
to give his dau^hter^n " r ’ intentI >’ de sired 
this intention of i. "f? 86 t0 Buva * About 

father. 1„ the I 16 !ad oflen s P<*en to his 

‘Onng to effecu ™ t ri'T„-T eral « ent,era ™ were 

A "wng them lh . " 1 conne «>on with Buva. 
v«y Ct"; He I ° T ” Ch g - U ™ a " was 
landed property a hi!! * would ghe a large 
as dowry ifn* [ ,' t ! K>USe and a large amount in cash 
aocopted this offl l C “?. ted his dira Shter. Buva 
his consent. J[ r v cond ' tlon ‘hat his father gave 
father and rell, ! T- S Very ala “™to 
and wanted him to dlsaffow thT ° f h ' S °' d offer 
Bnva was going to fon ! 1,6 conn '0‘>°n which 
Jananlanpaut yielded to h‘ th ” S pc ‘ lniss, °n- Mr. 

h3 ‘Permission \ 0 close- 1,1 and withheld 

respected his f, tIl< „. h the rich offer. Buva 
’? r,d and hadto di anytl,i "S in ‘he 

obedience t0 h i s fathw hi thC " ch mm > “nd in 

e “'amrtllr 1 ' 0m ‘' e Irad 

3 1 we here. Ever since she 



wife Mrs SaraswatlbaJ. 
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of his vanished when he was united with Mrs. 
Saraswatibai who was a born vegetarian; and it may 
be said to her credit that she has made Birva's home 
very happy. Bun too had no reason to fall out 
with her though he happened to be on bad terms 
with her father. But even this coldness with his 
father-in-law soon vanished and they have been now 
living on friendly terms. 




\I\ CHARACTLR 


X^ThI most striding feature of our Buvas 
. chancier is that ho is intensely religious 
He has inherited it from his father, 
$k a i\vaj s demoted all his leisure 

to the worship of Datta as taught b> his preceptor, 
bhn Padmanabha Swann, whose sincere disciple he 
was Buva w as highlj precocious and impressionable, 
and his assimilation of the religious wajs of hi*' 
fither was complete In course of time this mjita 
tion turned into a reality, and the inculcation o <- 
highly rnoTal teachings of bhn Padmanabha Swam, 
moulded his chancier so admirablj that he tumc 
out a saint from the \cr> beginning of Ins career 
He heard and studied the -wholesome doctrines o! 
the Swami and lie has been c\cr trying t0 P u ^ 
into practice We can safely saj that he is imbued 
with the noblest and the most sublime ideas which 
our ancient Arj an religion can inculcate His 
character, thus shaped in lus 3 oulli has e\ er been 
proof against all vitiating influences and thus to daj 
we see m the very bloom of lus life, an efflorescence 
of v irtue in all the pomp of beaut} some aspects of 
which can be detailed here 


He has been quite free from all hinds of vice./rom 
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the very beginning of his life. This keeps him in 
sound health of body and mind. 

He dislikes all luxury and keeps himself at an 
arm’s length from all pleasures which are likely to 
drag him awaj from the stronghold of temperance 
and purity. In this respect he may be looked upon 
as a veritable ascetic. Even when he was a small 
boy he never showed the least love for luxurj. 
When he was a little child his father once expressed 
to him his intention to prepare for him some orna- 
ments and grand clothes. He refused to have such 
things and he said that the acquisition of know ledge 
was the only ornament he valued most. This bent 
of his mind has remained unchanged oven at present 
in his prime of } outh. 

This temperament has naturally dev eloped in him 
an admirable simplicity of character. 1 hough his 
attainments have been acknowledged by all to be 
very high, he shuns all show and those who are not 
acquainted with his merits treat him as a very 
ordinary man, until they come to know something 
more about him. His simple habits liav e led him to 
be mentally and morally simple. He never indulges 
in duphcitj in lus dealings with lus clients, so 
much so that ev ery one w ho has to do w ith him 
juts implicit faith in him and stands no risk of being 
/deceived by lum. 

This valuable trait in him has been strengthened bv 
his sterling honesty which never allows lum to plav 
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fast and loose with any bod} Alibis dealings are 

square and sincere and leave no ground for the least 
suspicion Hence all bis clients, lngb and low > 
place implicit faith in him He never stoops to 
any double dealing or fraudulent acts He never 
cares for an} gams to be made b} such wrongful 
acts He himself sincerely believes in the efficacy 
of the propitiatory acts and measures which he 
advises lus clients to adopt and people who submit 
to his advice never find the least reason to suspect 
lus honesty and fairness 

The noblest pr nciple of the Ar}an religion Which 
fadmanabha Sw ami was at pains to inculcate upon 
his disciples is to treat all men as brothers and love 

them as onself This is in short, the doctrine of the 
Brotherhood of Man Buva has been thoroughly 
imbued with it He treats all men as Ins brothers 
and is ever read} to serve them as well as he can 
He takes great delight in being helpful to others 
He will undergo an} sacrifice in doing so Tins 
great principle has evolved in him very pruisewortb} 
traits of character 
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This keeps all clients pleased though they may 
Ime to wait for long lioms, before they ha\e 
their turn. 

Amiableness is another praiseworthy trait in his 
character. As he feels that all men are his brothers, 
he has genuine love for all and receives them 
with great regard and friendly feeling. He is 
alwa} s very cheerful and talks to them in a sweet 
and loving tone How ev er careworn a client may 
be, as soon as he exchanges a few words with 
our Buva, he forgets for a moment his cares and 
sorrows and feels at ease, and his sympathetic 
"behaviour with them makes their hearts beat with 
assurance and faith in his counsel 

Tolerance is another very admirable trait in lnm. 
Though he is a staunch adherent of his own 
religion and principles of life as taught b) his cult, 
he never looks down upon other men who are not 
of his own way of thinking He know s that men 
brought up m different env ironments and associations 
have come to have faith in different principles 
■of conduct and as such they are not to be blamed 
or despised He thinks that the> lm e ever}’ nglit 
io hold different opinions and behave differently 
and notwithstanding these differences he treats all 
men on equal terms and his feeling of love to 
*them is never alloyed by any such considerations. 
Hence, men of all creeds and denominations receive 
•equal treatment at his hands They feel as if they 
were talking with a lonng brother. 
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Charitableness is another trait which 13 vividly 
observed in him His pjnlosoph) teaches him 
that in dealing with all 1 inds of persons one 
should not look to external appearances but to 
the soul within, since external things are the 
artificial products of human creation, while the 
spirit within is one and divine All ills are the 
product of mal adjustment of external env ironment 
and it is the dut> of man to B et them right Thi* 
duty impels Bm a to help all without minding the 
accidents of external cirumstances Hence, lie lores 
all and cares for their welfare without distinction 
He is liberal and courteous towards all He takes 
great delight in being serviceable to all 

His gentlemanly and dignified demeanour draws 
all hearts towards him and those who come in 
contact with him confess this charm of manner 
and try to deepen their Friendship with him The) 
never trifle with him on anj account but pay him 
due respect The) consider it a great privilege to be 
of some service to lum 

He cares for lus self respect and honour more 
than for anything else in this world He, tlierefoVe, 
tries to avoid eyerj thing that would lower lum 
m the estimation of thp, public His moral standard 
is very high indeed and he will never stoop to 
•any act which is likely to sull) his name All 
Ins dealings are square and stnctly conscientious. 
He wall never allow anybod) to do or si) am thing 



CHARACTER. 


137 


regarding himself that might wbllfld his honour 
and provoke disrespect for him. This virtue tit 
self-respect, has kept him free from all evil acts and 
evil thoughts,- So even* one can safely rely upoh 
him in all dealings. 

This brings us to his quality of self-control, which 
is the main-stay of all virtue. Almost every 
educated 'man knows what is right and what is 
wrong.. But keeping to right under all temptations 
is a rare virtue which Buva possesses in an admirable 
degree. He has displayed this virtue and kept it 
untarnished, though lie has been exposed to all 
kinds of trying temptations. He has net er swerved 
an inch from his self-imposed regimen which has 
kept him fit and free from all excesses and all lapses. 
For instance, he has never violated the vow of 
abstaining from animal-food and intoxicating drink, 
which every follower of the cult of Padmanabha 
Swami has to take. Similarly lie steadfastly keeps 
aloof from purely sensuous pl^sures, such as dramas, 
cinemas arjd tamaslias. This strict regimen has 
developed ' in jiim real satntljpess in the very 
prime of youth which* must evoke great praise and 
admiration. ' 1 

Buva loves self-dependence, more’ than anything 
else. -He is averse to all cringing and fawning 
and he detests all ideas and deeds \\hich lead 
to dependence upon others. He can brook no 
control of others which might lead to 'submissive- 
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ticss and slavishness. He disdains all gams Minch 
might accrue from such slavish conduct and flatter} , 
He always stands upon his own merits, which are 
acknowledged by all who have to do with lum 
With all this he is perfectl} prideless Though he 
possesses brilliant parts and admirable attainments 
he nev er show s himself off and he does not put on 
airs With all humility and gentilitj he deals with 
his clients But his self-confidence without being 
aggressive does not fail to create confidence in his 
clients His dealings with all grades of people are 
invariably the same His behaviour with all is very 
humble, cheerful and friendly. But he never tolerates 
any insinuation against him which might wound his 
honour and compromise lus position. In such 
cases his self respect is roused and impels him to 
retaliate But Ins genuine good-will towmrds all 
deters lnm from vengeance He practises the whole- 
some maxim, “Bear and forbear". 

Selflessness is another virtue which is observed 
in all his dealings Though he cares for lus bread 
and butter, he never shows a mean and grasping 
nature He is contented w ith his legitimate gains. 
In case a person does not pay lum his due, he 
•nev er higgles with lnm nor makes persistent demands 
If lus generous clients happen to offer lum more 
than he expects, he accepts it with thanks If any 
of lus clients happen to be unable to pay his due, 
he never grudges him the services he wants but 
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lenders them without the least expectation of any 
return He takes delight in being useful to poor 
people He eten renders monetary help to some 
of them, and tries to help them out of their diffi- 
culties even at great personal sacrifice Tins 
admirable trait in him has befriended him w ith all 
and some of them liaae become his close and devoted 
fnends Even some of his clients in lugli position 
admire his generous and courteous behaviour and 
come to have a great regard for him 

So far we have tned to mention some of his 
qualities of heart which will show how worthy 
he has been in the t ery prime of > outh We can 
safely say that his character has been formed and 
there is no fear of Us being changed As he advances 
m y ears, the praiseworthy traits of lus character are 
bound to be more and more confirmed 

Now to complete the estimate of Ins worth we 
hate only to say a word about his intellectual 
qualities Those who hat e follow ed us so far must 
hate formed some idea of his worth in this respect 
Those who hate watched his career from lus infancy 
declare that he w as a precocious > outh of brilliant 
parts His memory is wonderfully retentite and 
it has enabled him to master lus principal subject of 
Astrology in which he has been declared quite an 
expert ctcn by his compeers. Some of them hate 
gone so fir as to declare that he is a gifted roan, 
that is to say, he is a genius Eten the very proud 
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Brahmait Astrologers ha% e been obliged to acknow- 
ledge hrs Vipenont) Weccrtnmlj admire him for 
his acknowledged nscendencj in Ins science, because 
being bom of a faraiK from one of the Backward 
Non Brahman communities, the light of his genius 
has thrown into the shade the greatest glorj of 
Brahmana astrologers And let us lea\ e lnm now to 
use from glorj to glorj, for the glor) of Ins science 
and of Ins community 




f?brl fadmanabha Swam( 



AN APPENDIX. 

Shri Padmanabha Swami. 


READERS who have followed us so far are 
Mjfes T"T* likely to have some curiosity about Shri 
Padmanablia Swami whose disciple 
” our Buva happens to be. We will 
therefore write a brief note here about this Swami. 


He was a Deshastha Brahaman. His father Raghu- 
nathdas originally came into the Deccan from 
Anjarpet, a village on the bank of the Tungabli&dra 
river which flows through the Kamalak. We have 
no information about his activities in tins pitft of 
the country. We only know that he married a 
Brahman girl at Taral, a village in the Rdtnagiri 
District. Padmanabha Swami was born to fhem 


thdrb in 1S4G, and his original name was Gdvind. 
Raghunathdas left home when Govind was 12 
5 Cars old; and nothing was known about him until 
1902 when an appeal in Marathi was found at a 
bookseller’s shop. It was an appeal in favour of 
ftdpilddhara Tirtha which is in a jungle half a mile 
nwa^ from Havana!, a village in the Igatpuri Taluka. 
In this appeal it was stated that Ragljunathdas 
wa^ the mahant who had control ov6r tile sacred 
place. On this appeal ,the photo of Raghtma- 
thdas was published. This appeal can be seen 
at the temple of Datta which was built by 
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Padmanabha Swami at Curt} Road Bridge tn 
Bombay After the disappearance of his father 
Govind was brought to Bomba) bj his mother 
But w e have no information as to how she shifted 
for herself and what education Govind received 
He wot! ed for a few ) ears in different mills and 
then joined the Bomba) Police force and worked 
there for some ) ears But when he was 40 ) ears 
old he was disgusted with this 1 ind of life and 
turned out a recluse At this juncture a renowned 
devotee of Datta visited Bombay m 1S85 His name 
was \eshwantrao Maharaja alias Deva Mamledar 
Govind readil) became his disciple and received 
muph religious training at his feet After this he 
styled himself Padmanabha Sw ami and went about 
visiting different sacred places in India He then 
seriously undertook the mission of spreading the 
worship of Datta and reclaiming ignorant and poor 
men from all kinds of vices preva ling among the 
labouring classes After travelling far and w ide for 
sev eral ) ears teaching his cult and turning numerous 
people to the worship of Datta lie came at last 
to Bomba) and sta)ed here to the end of his 
life getting disciples and improving the morals of 
w oikmen 

He erected a temple of Datta at the Curr) Road 
Bridge which is situated in the heart of the locahfv 
where all kinds of workmen chiefly reside On 
the premises of this temple he resided and preacho J 
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Ins doctrines and made numerous disciples who gave 
up drink and animal food. Buva’s father and 
father-in-law were both among the staunch disciple* 
of this Swami. Though he was a Brahman he allowed 
no Brahman to do anything with the manage- 
ment of the temple. None of them was included 
among the trustees to whom the management of 
the temple was entrusted. Even the usual worship 
m the temple was not required to be aone by a 
Brahman pnest. The Swami treated men of all 
castes as equal to Brahmans, if onlj the} abstained 
from strong drink and animal food. His discipline 
in the temple w as very strict. He hung a board at 
the front entrance of the temple setting forth 
rules about beka\ lour in the temple By these rules, 
which are still observed, none who is drunk is 
allowed to enter the temple. Every one is required 
to wash his feet and face before he enters the 
temple. Visitors are not allowed to use bad and 
indecent language while they are in the temple. 
They must not sit there talking or pla} ing. The\ 
must not quarrel or wrangle there They should 
not indulge in any kind of gambling No other 
temple exacts such discipline and we often hear evil 
reports about the bad use to which the premises 
of temples are sometimes put. 

It appears that the Swami was well read Hi 
religious discourses were very impressive and educa 
tive His knowledge of the Hindu religion wa: 
excellent. He wrote several religious works som< 
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ih 

T\ln£h have been published by his disciples 
His knowledge of the people among whom he 
chose to work was wide Ho knew their habits and 
wa)s of living and could speak to them as one quite 
familiar with them, and hence his talks to them 
were always convincing and telling 
In fact this Sw ami did much \aluable work in the 
waj of reforming workmen in Bomba) Man) 
families in Bombay and man) other places still 
remember him with gratitude and reverence Hs 
teachings regarding the cult of Datta still hold 
swa) in the hearts of his disciples and tliur progen) 
But after his death there is hardl) an) one left who 
is able to carr) on his propaganda However Buva 
has mastered all Ins teachings and is a staunch adhc 
rent of his noble tenets , but his profession scarcel) 
leaves him an> leisure to develop the special talents 
which are required in a preacher to win the hearts 
of ordinary people The onl> thing m winch lie 
could imitate Padmanablia Swann is the preparation 
of an almanac which would enable ordinary people to 
do without the help of a Brahman priest who knows 
something about a Hindu almanac \bout this 
attempt of Ins we have alread) spoken above 
This Swami died in the beginhing of 1912 without a 
successor to carry on his mission But every one of 
his - disciples now looks up to our Buva as the only 
man who is qualified to continue the holy work of 
the Swami 
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